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Program Summary  
 
The U.S. government is launching a new multi-agency effort – Enhancing Capacity for Low Emission 

Development Strategies – to support partner countries’ efforts to develop long-term strategic approaches 

to reduce greenhouse gas emissions while accelerating sustainable economic growth.  This program has 

two primary components: 1) in-country support services and 2) building a shared knowledge base on Low 

Emission Development Strategies (LEDS). 

 

The United States is committed to implementing a range of domestic policies to address climate change 

and to partnering with other countries as they shape their own strategies and policies.  Many countries are 

already in the process of developing Low Emission Development Strategies or similar products, and there 

is no one-size-fits all approach to this task.  This program is designed to complement other efforts and be 

country-driven, with capacity enhancement activities tailored to the specific technical, analytic, and 

policy needs identified by the partner country and where U.S. partners bring unique value and expertise. 

 

What will the U.S. Government support under Enhancing Capacity for LEDS? 
 
1) In-country support: Through this program, the U.S. Government will provide strategic and 

specialized assistance and expertise to support the development of Low Emission Development 

Strategies in several partner countries.  To ensure market relevance and transparency in the strategies 

and programs, engagement with the private sector and non-governmental organizations is an integral 

part of the process.  Where frameworks or similar projects are already underway, our focus is to 

complement these efforts by providing targeted technical assistance to support partner countries in 

designing and deploying transparent, integrative, and technically sound strategies.  Examples of 

capacity enhancement activities include:  
 Collaboration on econometric modeling techniques and tools;  
 Sharing of data and assumptions on technology costs and characterizations;  
 Policy analysis in the land-use, agriculture, and forestry sectors;  
 Impacts assessment;  
 Development of deployment pathways and programs; and,  
 Other technical support to establish and implement robust policies. 

 

2) Building a Shared Knowledge Base: Countries around the world have developed or are currently 

developing policy and technology frameworks that strengthen low-emission economies.  We envision 

the Enhancing Capacity for LEDS program as a tool to draw on the unique experiences of these 

countries and build a shared knowledge base of the perspectives and experiences of stakeholders and 

partners from around the world.  We will also establish a modular methodology and toolkit, and 

conduct training and capacity building programs in countries interested in LEDS.  The methodology, 

summarized below is designed to serve as a flexible and adaptable guide for preparation of a LEDS 

that can be tailored to a wide range of countries, regions, and situations.  Each of the stages below 

would be directed and led by the partner country, but are areas where U.S. experts could work 

collaboratively with the partner country to enhance in-country capacity. 

   
 

 



 

 
 

 
Key Elements of Generalized Methodology for Preparing LEDS  

 

 Scoping and Planning: e.g., review existing activities, build partnerships with stakeholders 

involved in LEDS-related development and support, and tailor an approach suitable to that 

country. 

 Determining Reference Scenarios: e.g., develop a common vision of a "no additional action" 

scenario for economic growth and emissions over several decades. 

 Assessing Potential and Establishing Goals: e.g., identify possible goals for advancing 

economic growth and reducing emissions; analyze the costs and benefits of those options, 

including economic, social, and environmental impacts. 

 Pathways Analysis: e.g., develop scenarios for low emission development and conduct 

stakeholder consultations and analysis to select sectoral pathways for achieving low carbon 

development with an understanding of the policy, institutional, regulatory, financial, and 

technical basis for achieving those outcomes. 

 Evaluating and Selecting Policies: e.g., identify barriers to low carbon pathways and develop a 

recommended policy and deployment program portfolio for overcoming those barriers in the 

relevant sectors, including energy, industry, transport, agriculture, forestry, and land-use.  

 Preparing and Implementing Plans: e.g., develop a concrete implementation plan; identify 

responsible agencies; secure resources and commitments; develop partnerships; and initiate 

actions recommended in the plan. 

 Peer Exchange and Results Dissemination: Avenues for participating countries to share 

experiences and results—both with other participants and with the climate and development 

communities at large—are a priority for the United States. The goal of these exchanges, e.g., 

through web-based forums, is to promote transparency, ongoing learning, and refinement of 

methods, tools, and data.  Coordination with international organizations and donors will be 

emphasized. 

 

Additional Information:  
 

Additional information on this methodology and other issues related to the Enhancing Capacity for Low 

Emission Development Strategies program, including an extensive catalogue of tools and resources, can 

be found at the website created by the U.S. Department of Energy National Laboratories: 

http://OpenEI.org/LEDS 
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Collin Green 

USAID/EGAT/ESP/GCC 

T: 202-712-4505 
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