
The Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) markets and delivers 
about 10,000 megawatts of reliable, cost-based hydropower from 57 power 
plants operated by the Bureau of Reclamation, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, and the International Boundary and Water Commission. 

Federal power is delivered through more than 17,000 miles of transmission 
lines and 321 substations. 

Other utilities may purchase transmission capacity to transmit non-federal 
power if available after firm power contractual commitments have been 
met. 

WAPA is responsible for operation and maintenance of transmission 
systems to provide security and reliability to meet contractual obligations 
and satisfy federal reliability standards. 

The agency provides technical assistance to customers, such as helping them 
develop integrated resource plans and facilitating their understanding of 
renewable energy resource options. 

WAPA’s Transmission Infrastructure Program has authority to borrow from 
the U.S. Department of the Treasury to study, construct, and/or upgrade 
transmission lines to help deliver renewable energy to market.

WAPA works with its generation partners—the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, the Bureau of Reclamation, and the International Boundary and 
Water Commission—to develop operating plans for multiuse federal water 
projects.

WAPA protects ecosystems by preventing, controlling, and abating 
environmental pollution and, when possible, enhancing the environment 
through its environmental policy and environmental management system. 

WAPA considers the potential environmental consequences of its proposals 
under the National Environmental Policy Act, documents its analysis, and 
makes this information publicly available for comment before taking action. 
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Mission
“…to market and deliver clean, renewable, 
reliable, cost-based federal hydroelectric 
power and related services.”

Overview
The Western Area Power 
Administration (WAPA) is a wholesale 
power provider that sells and transmits 
power generated at federal dams, 
as well as the coal-fired Navajo 
Generating Station, to federal and 
state agencies, cities and towns, rural 
electric cooperatives, public utility 
districts, irrigation districts, and Native 
American tribes.

Geographic Scope
AZ, CA, CO, IA, KS, MN, MT, NE, NV, 
NM, ND, SD, TX, UT, and WY

Appropriations Source
U.S. House Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Energy and Water Development

U.S. Senate Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Energy and Water Development

Enabling Legislation
The Department of Energy Organization 
Act of 1977

Hydro-Related Roles, Interests, Activities
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WAPA partners with industry developers to field test innovative equipment, 
such as composite conductors and improved insulators.

None

For the past three years, WAPA has received recognition from the American 
Public Power Association for its safety record; WAPA routinely exceeds 
industry averages in all safety categories. 

WAPA serves 687 customers, including cities and towns, state and federal 
agencies, irrigation districts, public utility districts, Native American tribes, 
and rural electric cooperatives. In turn, these customers distribute WAPA’s 
cost-based power to millions of American homes and businesses.

For more information, visit the WAPA website: http://www.wapa.gov.
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Agency Role 
WAPA is responsible for marketing power, 
as well as determining the marketable 
resource in terms of capacity and 
generation and deciding upon the rates 
necessary to recover costs.

WAPA employs a public process to develop 
criteria to apply in the marketing of energy 
generated by each project. Criteria include 
who to sell power to, how to allocate 
the power among customers, and basic 
contractual terms.

Legislative Drivers
Reclamation Project Act of 1939

The Department of Energy Organization 
Act of 1977

Energy Policy Acts of 1992 and 2005

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009

REGULATORY PROCESS

https://acs.nrel.gov/,DanaInfo=www.wapa.gov+

