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LETTER W: U.S. OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICY AND COMPLIANCE 

Response W-1: Thank you for your letter. 
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LETTER X: U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AGENCY REGION 9 

Response X-1: Impacts would be minimized with Alternative 2 
due to the use of existing access roads for construction, operation, 
and maintenance.  Existing stream crossings would be utilized, 
which would also avoid and mitigate potential impacts to water 
and aquatic resources.  The descriptions of wetland and water 
resource crossings in the Draft EIS/EIR also clarify that avoidance 
by spanning these features would significantly reduce potential 
impacts, along with use of existing roads for crossings and other 
avoidance and mitigation measures.  The transmission line design, 
if Alternative 2 is selected, would provide some flexibility in the 
placement of Project features, and avoidance such as described 
above would be accomplished for the selected alternative during 
simultaneous water resource surveys, Jurisdictional Determinations 
(JD), and transmission line detailed design (e.g., survey, structure 
spotting, detailed access design). 

The quad-circuit structure was considered and eliminated from 
detailed consideration because it would not meet the purpose and 
need (see Table 2-2 of Chapter 2 of the Final EIS/EIR and pages 
35 to 36 of the Alternatives Development Report, Appendix B to 
the Final EIS/EIR).  We acknowledge that the quad circuit would 
align with BLM’s and USFS’s objectives to minimize utility 

corridor footprints on federally managed lands.  It would also 

reduce the ROW required overall for the new line, but would result 

in unacceptable outages of all of the LADWP circuits in this 

corridor just to construct such a consolidated system utilizing the 

existing ROW.  This corridor notably includes the Pacific DC 

Intertie, among the largest of all bulk transmission systems in the 

United States.  Further, LADWP is interconnected into the 

Western Grid and follows Western Electricity Coordinating 
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Council (WECC) and North American Electric Reliability 
Corporation (NERC) standards for system reliability criteria.  In 
the event of a structure loss, the placement of multiple circuits on 
single structures would reduce reliability by increasing the 
potential for the simultaneous loss of multiple circuits (entire bulk 
system in this corridor). 

As pointed out, Alternative 2 would include a portion of the line 
where all three circuits are on a single structure to mitigate impacts 
to homes built adjacent to the existing transmission lines.  This was 
incorporated into Alternative 2 by LADWP to minimize these 
residential impacts.  While it would result in placing all of the AC 
lines in this corridor onto one set of structures through the Green 
Valley area, LADWP accepted the reliability risk in this short span 
to avoid the need to acquire private residences in the Green Valley 
and Elizabeth Lake communities.  The existing high-capacity DC 
line in the corridor would not be affected by consolidating the 
three AC lines through the Green Valley area.  The same types of 
impacts to residences would not occur on Alternative 2 either north 
or south of Green Valley, and, similar to the quad-circuit 
alternative, a three-circuit alternative for the entire Project would 
be considered a risk to reliability.  Because of the reliability risks, 
WECC regulations would limit the transfer capacity of the three-
circuit structures, therefore limiting the amount of renewable 
energy that would be transmitted in comparison to the Proposed 
Action.  This would limit LADWP’s GHG emission reduction, 

along with the ability to meet RPS goals and electrical demands. 

A three-circuit alternative to cover the full length of the proposed 

new line would not meet the basic Project purpose and 

need/objectives.  This alternative would also have limited 

transmission capacity to deliver renewable energy, and would 

therefore limit LADWP’s ability to reduce GHG emissions, to 

meet RPS goals and electrical demands, and to allow 
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interconnection and expansion of renewable energy resources.  It 
would also create greater temporary impacts during construction 
due to the need for a temporary line during construction and 
removal of the existing Barren Ridge-Rinaldi transmission line.  
Please refer to page 2-31 of the Final EIS/EIR for new 
documentation of this alternative being considered and eliminated 
from detailed analysis. 

Because a three-circuit alternative would not meet the Project’s 

basic purpose and need/objectives, it was eliminated from further 

consideration in the Final EIS/EIR (see page 2-31) and a detailed 

analysis of impacts is not required. 

Response X-2: The Water Resources analysis provided in the 
Final EIS/EIR in Section 4.3.3 is sufficient to make a decision of 
an environmentally preferred and lowest impact alternative (and 
Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative under 
CWA Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines).  The lead agencies’ issuance 

of authorizations for construction activities would be conditioned 

upon Project permitting with the appropriate agencies, pursuant to 

the CWA.  A JD would be conducted during Project permitting and 

after a specific route has been selected.  Because final design is 

necessary for the JD, it is not practical to perform a JD on all 

alternatives to understand the potential impacts and determine a 

preferred alternative for water resources.  The alternatives were 

evaluated using a number of primary and secondary data sources, 

including inventory and assessment of surface water resources 

mapping by: 

· GIS using the National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) 
· geospatial wetlands digital data from the National Wetlands 

Index 
· high-resolution aerial photography 
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· USGS topographic maps to assess the location and type of 
water resources within the Project area 

While the NHD and NWI do not typically contain information on 
ephemeral streams, they were also located and mapped using aerial 
photography combined with field evaluation.  In fact, detailed 
resource inventory was included in the analysis for flooding, 
erosion, sedimentation, wetlands, steams, and other water 
resources in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

If one of the alternatives is approved through the environmental 
process, a JD would be conducted that would include all surface 
waters within the Project ROW, including ephemeral drainages.  
This delineation would also include other potential Waters of the 
State (California) and Waters of the U.S.  The ordinary high water 
mark is only one of the parameters that would be considered when 
delineating surface waters; following selection of the approved 
Project route and during the permitting process, we would consult 
with the Regional Water Quality Control Boards, as well as the 
USACE, prior to conducting the JD to ensure that their concerns 
are addressed.  The field inventories and analysis would be 
described and quantified in the report that would be included in the 
Preconstruction Notification Package submitted to the USACE.  
The report would include types and acreage of affected waters, 
measures to avoid impacts (if different than the measures already 
included as part of the EIS/EIR), and a compensatory mitigation 
plan, if required due to Project activities. 

For additional information on water crossings on non-USFS lands 
and how spoils would be stored and disposed of, along with a 
complete explanation of water resource impacts, please see the 
Water Resources Technical Report located in Volume IV of the 
Final EIS/EIR.  Refer to Section 2.4.4, Helicopter Mitigation, in 
Chapter 2 of the Final EIS/EIR for a full description of the 
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potential use of helicopter construction to eliminate the need for 
new access roads to structure locations and associated 
minimization of ground disturbance impacts. No specific locations 
requiring Helicopter Mitigation have been identified for the 
Proposed Action; however, Helicopter Mitigation will be required 
if final design identifies locations within the Angeles National 
Forest where terrain is steep and access is limited. 

Response X-3: General Practice GP-59, found in Table 2-8 in 
Chapter 2 of the Final EIS/EIR, has been modified to specify 
advance notice to residents for air quality and noise impacts 
specifically.  As described in Chapter 4, Section 4.2.1 of the Final 
EIS/EIR, the risk to sensitive receptors from construction-related 
toxic air contaminants, including helicopter use, was found to be 
less than significant for all Alternatives due to the lack of sensitive 
receptors, their distance from each construction site, 
implementation of mitigation measure AIR-3, and the temporary 
nature of construction at each location.   

Response X-4: Your comments will be considered in the decision-
making processes prior to final decisions on the Proposed Action 
by the BLM, USFS, and LADWP.  The Desert Renewable Energy 
Conservation Plan (DRECP) was under development at the time of 
the publication of the Final EIS/EIR.  It was not feasible to delay 
environmental review for the BRRTP until the completion of the 
DRECP because of LADWP’s Renewable Portfolio Standard, 

which requires that 35% of LADWP’s energy be renewable by 

2020 (see Section 1.2.2 of Chapter 1 of the Final EIS/EIR).  Please 

refer to Appendix D, Regulatory Setting, of the Final EIS/EIR for 

new information on the DRECP.  A discussion of BLM’s Solar 

Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) has also 

been added to Appendix D of the Final EIS/EIR.  The Solar PEIS 

would not be applicable to BRRTP because it is a transmission 

project rather than a solar project. 
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Response X-5: Chapter 5 of the Final EIS/EIR has been revised to 
include a summary of potential mitigation that could be 
implemented by other parties to reduce cumulative impacts in 
Section 5.2.5. 

Response X-6: Your comments will be considered in the decision-
making processes prior to final decisions on the Proposed Action 
by the BLM, USFS, and LADWP, and LADWP would coordinate 
with appropriate agencies to be consistent with delivery of 
renewable energy.   

LADWP continues to work with State agencies such as the 
California Public Utility Commission (CPUC), California Energy 
Commission (CEC), and California Independent System Operator 
(CAISO) on all aspects of long-term transmission planning. 
LADWP actively participated in the Renewable Energy 
Transmission Initiative (RETI) studies from 2005 to 2010. 

LADWP is been working with the California Transmission 
Planning Group (CTPG) since its inception in 2008. CTPG 
members include CAISO, publicly owned utilities (e.g., LADWP, 
SMUD, IID), investor-owned utilities (e.g., SCE, PG&E, SDG&E) 
and other organizations and agencies (e.g., SCPPA, WAPA).  

The CTPG is a forum for conducting joint transmission planning 
studies consistent with Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) Order 890 principles, and the RETI, which is a state-wide 
initiative to help identify the transmission projects needed to 
accommodate renewable energy goals, support future energy 
policy, and facilitate transmission corridor designation and 
transmission and generation siting and permitting.  
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The purpose of the CTPG Study is to develop a state-wide 
transmission plan that identifies the transmission infrastructure 
needed to deliver renewable energy reliably and efficiently meet, 
by year 2020, the State’s 33% Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) 

goal and to provide planning information useful to project sponsors 

(inside or outside of CTPG), decision-makers, and regulatory 

entities (i.e., CPUC, CEC, FERC) in order to reach decisions on 

which elements of the conceptual transmission plan should be 

pursued.  

The BRRTP is one of the high-priority transmission needs 

identified in the 2010 CTPG State Wide Transmission Plan. 

Further, LADWP is also participating in the Desert Renewable 

Energy Conservation Plan. 

Additional information on LADWP’s interconnection process has 

been added to the Final EIS/EIR in Chapter 1, Section 1.2.4, and in 

Chapter 2, Section 2.4.7.  As described there, LADWP’s process 

for approving generator interconnection to BRRTP would follow 

the FERC’s approved Large Generator Interconnection Procedures 

(LGIP).  Per FERC requirements, LADWP is required to treat all 

Interconnection Customers (IC) equally.  While all current ICs of 

the BRRTP are either wind or solar projects, LADWP does not 

have the ability to preferentially treat renewable energy ICs over 

other non-renewable generators should they request 

interconnection.  LADWP processes interconnection requests in 

the order received until all applications have been processed or 

facility capacity has been reached.  If one project withdraws, the 

next queued request would be processed. 

Response X-7: Your comments will be considered in the decision-

making processes prior to final decisions on the Proposed Action 

by the BLM, USFS, and LADWP, and LADWP would coordinate 



BARREN RIDGE RENEWABLE TRANSMISSION PROJECT 
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

APPENDIX R: SETS OF COMMENTS AND RESPONSES FROM THE PUBLIC REVIEW OF THE DRAFT EIS/EIR 

 

 R-203 

with appropriate agencies and utilities to be consistent with 
delivery of renewable energy.  Please refer to Response X-6 above. 

Response X-8: Please refer to Response X-1 above. 
 
Response X-9: Impacts to waters would be minimized through the 
use of existing access roads for construction, operation, and 
maintenance for nearly all of the action alternatives.  Existing 
stream crossings would be utilized, which would also avoid and 
mitigate potential impacts to water and aquatic resources.  The 
discussion of wetland and water resource crossings in Sections 
3.3.3 and 4.3.3 of the Final EIS/EIR also describes that avoidance 
by spanning these features would significantly reduce potential 
impacts.  Mitigation measures to further reduce impacts to water 
are described in Section 4.3.3 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

The transmission line design, if one of the action alternatives is 
selected, would be quite flexible, and avoidance such as described 
above would be accomplished for the selected alternative during 
simultaneous water resource surveys, JDs, and transmission line 
detailed design (e.g., survey, structure spotting, detailed access 
design). 

A JD has not yet been done, but would be conducted if one of the 
action alternatives is selected by the agencies.  The lead agencies 
would not issue authorizations to begin construction until 
completion of all permitting requirements, including those of the 
individual or Nationwide Clean Water Act 404 Permit, of which 
the JD would be a part.  Final transmission line design would be 
required prior to completion of the JD.  At that time, we would be 
able to quantify the extent of Waters of the U.S., as well as any 
unavoidable impacts to Waters by habitat type for each Project 
component and any additional mitigation measures.  Pending the 
JD, please refer to Section 4.3.3 of the Final EIS/EIR and Section 
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5.6 of the Water Resources Technical Report in Volume IV for 
information on potential Waters of the U.S. and wetlands.   

Also refer to Response X-2 (above) regarding determining the 
Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative under 
CWA Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines.  In fact, the Final EIS/EIR 
does quantify the extent of Waters of the U.S., the unavoidable 
impacts to Waters, and the means and effectiveness of the 
avoidance and mitigation measures in Section 4.3.3 of the Final 
EIS/ EIR.   

For a discussion of direct, indirect/secondary, and temporary 
impacts to Waters of the U.S., including wetlands, please see 
Section 6.5.1 and Section 7 of the Water Resources Technical 
Report, located in Volume IV of the Final EIS/EIR, for a 
discussion of impact analysis results.  General Practice GP-53 
specifies the incorporation of riparian area avoidance and permit 
measures and General Practice GP-54 specifies the avoidance of 
impacting streambeds and banks (refer to Table 2-8 in Chapter 2 of 
the Final EIS/EIR).  Additionally, the mitigation measures 
included in Table 4.3.3-1 in Chapter 4 of the Final EIS/EIR would 
ensure that impacts and alterations to riparian areas would be 
minimized.  HYD-1 and HYD-2 address the construction, 
operation, and closing of access roads and routes to minimize 
impacts to water resources.  HYD-3 requires that new impervious 
areas associated with temporary construction be restored to 
existing conditions after construction.  HYD-4 would ensure that 
drainage within switching station walls would be designed to 
minimize erosion and increase sediment control. 

Response X-10: This analysis in the Final EIS/EIR is sufficient 
and adequate to make a decision of an environmentally preferred 
and lowest impact alternative (including the LEDPA under CWA 
Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines).  A JD would be conducted during 
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Project permitting when a specific alternative has been selected.  It 
is not practical to perform a JD on all alternatives to understand the 
potential impacts and determine a preferred alternative for water 
resources.  Also refer to Responses X-2 and X-9 above for further 
information about how and when a JD would be completed if one 
of the action alternatives is approved through the environmental 
process.  Further, for an analysis of each Project alternative and a 
sharp comparison of the alternatives, please see Sections 7 and 8.3 
of the Water Resources Technical Report, located in Volume IV of 
the Final EIS/EIR and Chapter 4, Section 4.3.3 on pages 4-561 
through 4-571 in the Final EIS/EIR.  The Proposed Action would 
result in the fewest impacts to water resources because the 
transmission line for this Alternative would be shortest, have fewer 
stream crossings, and cross fewer miles of steep slopes. 

Response X-11: Mitigation measures addressing impacts to water 
resources are presented in Section 4.3.3 of the Final EIS/EIR. 
Consistent with regulations, a detailed mitigation plan would be 
developed for any unavoidable impacts to Waters of the U.S.  As 
described above, a JD would be conducted during permitting after 
the final Project route is selected.  Pending a JD, specific 
mitigation plans for impacts to Waters of the U.S., if any, and 
compensatory plans would be premature.  When the JD has been 
conducted and impacts, if any, are known, any additional 
mitigation measures, including a potential required compensatory 
mitigation plan, would be provided as part of the federal and State 
of California permitting processes and the Construction, Operation, 
and Maintenance Plan.  Please also refer to Responses X-2 and X-9 
above. 

Response X-12: If an action alternative is approved, the federal 
agencies would prepare a Habitat Restoration and Revegetation 
Plan for National Forest System (NFS) lands and public lands 
managed by the BLM, which would include plans for restoration, 
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enhancement/re-vegetation, and/or mitigation banking.  LADWP 
would prepare the Habitat Restoration and Revegetation Plan for 
non-federal lands.   

Both plans would include: (a) the location of the mitigation site 
(off-site mitigation may be required); (b) locations and details for 
top soil storage; (c) the plant species to be used; (d) seed and 
cutting collecting guidelines; (d) a schematic depicting the 
mitigation area; (e) time of year that the planting would occur and 
the methodology of the planting; (f) a description of the irrigation 
methodology for container, bareroot or other planting needing 
irrigation; (g) measures to control exotic vegetation on site; (h) 
success criteria; (i) a detailed monitoring program; (j) locations 
and impacts to all oaks and native trees (over three inches 
diameters at breast height); and (k) locations of temporary or 
permanent gates, barricades, or other means to control 
unauthorized vehicle access on access and spur roads as deemed 
necessary by the USFS and BLM (item k on NFS and BLM lands 
only).  Contingency measures would be outlined in the Habitat 
Restoration and Revegetation Plan in the form of meeting success 
criteria. 

Response X-13: As explained in Responses H-3, X-2, and X-9, a 
JD would be conducted during Project permitting if a specific 
action alternative is selected.  It is not practical to perform a JD on 
all alternatives to understand the potential impacts and determine a 
preferred alternative for water resources.  The alternatives were 
evaluated using a number of primary and secondary data sources, 
including inventory and assessment of surface water resources 
mapping by: 
· GIS using the NHD  
· geospatial wetlands digital data from the NWI 
· high-resolution aerial photography 
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· USGS topographic maps to assess the location and type of 
water resources within the Project area 

While the NHD and NWI do not typically contain information on 
ephemeral streams, they were located and mapped using aerial 
photography combined with field evaluation.  This level of 
information was included in the impact assessment for water 
resources in the Draft and Final EIS/EIR.  Discussion in the Draft 
and Final EIS/EIR about potential impacts related to flooding, 
erosion, sedimentation, etc. include ephemeral streams. 

Although ephemeral drainages were not specifically called out in 
the Water Resources Technical Report or the EIS/EIR, due to their 
quantity, they were included in the impacts analysis, and all 
General Practices and mitigation measures that would apply to 
other streams would also apply to ephemeral streams.   

If one of the action alternatives is approved through the 
environmental process, a JD would be conducted during Project 
permitting that would include all surface waters within the Project 
ROW, including ephemeral drainages.  This delineation would 
include ephemeral drainages and other potential Waters of the 
State (California) and Waters of the U.S.  The ordinary high water 
mark is only one of the parameters that would be considered when 
delineating surface waters; following selection of the approved 
Project route, we would consult with the RWQCBs, as well as the 
USACE, prior to conducting the JD to ensure that their concerns 
are addressed.  Also please refer to the Water Resources Technical 
Report located in Volume IV of the Final EIS/EIR for a complete 
explanation of water resource impacts, including those to 
ephemeral streams. 

For information on how General Practices and mitigation measures 
would protect streams from potential impacts, please see Sections 
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6.5 and 6.5.1 of the Water Resources Technical Report located in 
Volume IV of the Final EIS/EIR.  Refer to Response X-9. 

Response X-14: The RCA surveys identified stream crossings 
with the potential to be impacted by construction.  We do not 
specify the type of crossing or associated activities that would 
occur, as this information would be developed during the design 
phase.  The design phase would be initiated only after the approval 
of the Final EIS/EIR.  However, to account for not having specific 
design information for each crossing, we assumed and analyzed 
both direct and indirect impacts to each crossing.  In addition to 
avoidance measures outlined in BIO-3, a USFS RCA Treatment 
Plan would be developed.  The RCA Treatment Plan will include 
the specific activities that would occur at each of the RCA points 
crossed by the Project, including the amount and type of vegetation 
to be cleared, the type of road crossing or improvement allowed for 
wet and dry crossings, and the methods that would be employed to 
reduce the effects of the Project on water quality.  The Plan will 
include seasonal restrictions for vehicle or equipment passage, 
restrictions on what activities may occur (such as grading, 
vegetation removal, or tree trimming), monitoring requirements, 
and restoration requirements.  The implementation of the RCA 
plan would account for potential direct impacts, such as clearing 
vegetation, and indirect impacts, such as sedimentation to riparian 
areas from road widening.  In addition, GP-5 would require the 
implementation of a SWPPP, and this would also address potential 
indirect impacts from sedimentation to riparian areas from road 
widening.   

See Section 2.4.4 of the Final EIS/ EIR for a full description of the 
helicopter mitigation, which was included in the EIS/EIR as an 
integral component of the Proposed Action and Alternatives as 
appropriate to reduce impacts to various resources, including 
biological resources.  As such, helicopter mitigation was 



BARREN RIDGE RENEWABLE TRANSMISSION PROJECT 
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

APPENDIX R: SETS OF COMMENTS AND RESPONSES FROM THE PUBLIC REVIEW OF THE DRAFT EIS/EIR 

 

 R-209 

considered and analyzed in the environmental impact and 
cumulative effects analyses found in Section 5.3 of the Final 
EIS/EIR, and updates to the resource analyses are not necessary.  
A review of the number of RCAs identified for each Alternative 
was conducted, and discrepancies in the number of RCAs crossed 
have been reconciled in Section 2.6 and Table 2-11 of Chapter 2 of 
the Final EIS/EIR.   

Response X-15: The Draft EIS/EIR analysis consisted of available 
data from existing databases.  To determine areas prone to 
flooding, we accessed FEMA flood hazard zone information, 
which does not delineate flood hazard zones below the 100-year 
reoccurrence level.  Areas prone to flash flooding, such as 
ephemeral washes, would be identified in the JD if one of the 
action alternatives is approved.  Once identified, any structures at 
risk of being placed in a hazard zone would be relocated outside 
the hazard zone as allowed by Project design and engineering 
requirements, to avoid impacts to both the washes and to Project 
components. 

Response X-16: The Project would prepare and implement a Soil 
Management Plan, as stated in GP-7 of the Water Resource 
Technical Report, located in Appendix IV of the Final EIS/EIR, to 
provide guidance for the proper handling and disposal of impacted 
soils, and would include practices that are consistent with 
California Occupational Safety and Health Administration (Cal-
OSHA) regulations.  In addition, GP-38 would require that soil 
excavated from construction activities not be left at work areas 
where slopes are greater than 10 percent or that are located within 
100 feet of a “receiving water.”  In these situations, loose soil 

would be stockpiled elsewhere or stored at a staging area prior to 

disposal (as specified in the Soil Management Plan).  Stockpiles 

would be managed according to Best Management Practices 

(BMPs) specific in the Project SWPPP.  Furthermore, no 



BARREN RIDGE RENEWABLE TRANSMISSION PROJECT 
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

APPENDIX R: SETS OF COMMENTS AND RESPONSES FROM THE PUBLIC REVIEW OF THE DRAFT EIS/EIR 

 

 R-210 

stockpiling or spreading of loose soils would be allowed within 
stream channels. 

GP-46 would prohibit asphalt or cement equipment from being 
rinsed in any stream or waterway.  In addition, asphalt or concrete 
effluent would not be allowed to enter any “receiving water.”  The 

SWPPP would also include BMPs to prevent batch plants from 

impacting receiving waters through stormwater flow. 

  

Response X-17: Several of the measures proposed by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to be included in the 
mitigation measures for construction are already accounted for in 
mitigation measures AIR-2a, AIR-2b, AIR-2d, AIR-2e, and AIR-
2g.  However, after a review of EPA’s recommendations, we have 

incorporated some revisions in the mitigation descriptions in the 

Final EIS/EIR on pages 4-10 through 4-13. 
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Response X-18: A discussion of the health effects of criteria 
pollutants has been added to Table 3.2.1-1 in Chapter 3, Section 
3.2.2, of the EIS/EIR.  An expanded discussion of the health 
effects of pollutants has been added to Chapter 4, Section 4.2.1, on 
page 4-7 and 4-8 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

General Practice GP-59, found in Table 2-8 in Chapter 2 of the 
Final EIS/EIR, has been modified to specify advance notice to 
residents for air quality and noise impacts specifically.  As 
described in Chapter 4, Section 4.2.1 of the Final EIS/EIR, the risk 
to sensitive receptors from construction-related toxic air 
contaminants and particulate matter, including helicopter use, was 
found to be less than significant for all Alternatives due to the lack 
of sensitive receptors, their distance from each construction site, 
implementation of mitigation measure AIR-3, and the temporary 
nature of construction at each location.  In the absence of 
substantial adverse impacts, not additional mitigation is necessary. 

Response X-19: The specific requirements determined to be 
necessary for the proposed Project in order to complete 
construction activities on NFS lands and public lands managed by 
the BLM have been included in the analysis.  Emissions taken into 
account in the analysis include transportation and support 
requirements occurring outside of NFS lands and public lands 
managed by the BLM necessary to complete the activities on NFS 
lands and public lands managed by the BLM.  On-site air pollutant 
emissions during construction would principally consist of exhaust 
emissions from heavy-duty diesel- and gasoline-powered 
construction equipment, as well as fugitive particulate matter from 
earthmoving and material handling operations.  Off-site exhaust 
emissions would result from workers commuting to and from the 
job site, as well as from trucks delivering material and equipment 
to the job sites within USFS and BLM lands.  Both the proposed 
Project’s direct and indirect emissions, as required by regulation 
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(40 CFR 93.153(b)), are included in the construction emission 
estimates.  A discussion to this effect has been added to Section 
4.2.1 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

Response X-20: An update on required consultations and ongoing 
coordination with USFWS and CDFG, including their review of 
protocols, has been included in the Final EIS/EIR.  A log of 
previous coordination with USFWS and CDFG is also included in 
Appendix D of the Biological Technical Report located in Volume 
IV of the Final EIS/EIR, and in the Biological Assessment, 
contained in Appendix H to the Final EIS/EIR, pages 4 through 6.  
All updates to mitigation measures resulting from USFWS 
consultation for the desert tortoise, golden eagle, least Bell’s vireo, 

southwestern willow flycatcher, and California condor have been 

updated in the Final EIS/EIR. 
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Response X-21: Your comments will be considered in the 
decision-making processes prior to final decisions on the Proposed 
Action by the BLM, USFS, and LADWP.  Please refer to 
Response X-6 above.  We have included a brief description of the 
interconnection process in the Final EIS/EIR on page 2-93 through 
2-94. 

Refer to Response X-6.  LADWP’s interconnection process does 

not involve CAISO. 

Response X-22: Reasonably foreseeable wind and solar projects 
that might transmit power through the BRRTP would have similar 
impacts to each other, particularly those in the Antelope Valley 
and other locations north of the ANF; as such, we are able to 
identify the types of impacts that would likely result from 
construction and operation of such projects.  These impacts have 
been added to Chapter 5 of the Final EIS/EIR in Section 5.2.5. 
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Response X-23: There would be no impacts to the proposed 
Project if expected wind projects in the Tehachapi area are not 
permitted due to potential impacts to condors and golden eagles.  
Even without the permitting of any specific Tehachapi-area wind 
projects, adequate resources would still be expected to allow for 
the interconnection and expansion of LADWP’s renewable energy 

in the Tehachapi Mountains and Mojave Desert areas.  The 

BRRTP is not dependent on the permitting of any specific projects.  

We have added an explanation of this into the Final EIS/EIR in 

Section 1.2.4. 

Response X-24: See Response X-4 above. 

Response X-25: We have added a community analysis section in 
the Environmental Justice Section (refer to Section 6.6.12) in the 
Final EIS/EIR, which states that minority communities have not 
been disproportionately affected.  The Environmental Justice 
analysis showed that Block Groups (i.e., census groupings) within 
six miles of any Project Alternative that contained Environmental 
Justice communities were relatively few, and tables showing 
extrapolated data have been included in the Final EIS/EIR.  The 
Alternatives traverse and are proximate to areas that are less 
disadvantaged, under Environmental Justice definitions, than the 
region as a whole.  This lack of disadvantaged communities 
indicates that, overall, the Alternatives would not have significant 
adverse Environmental Justice impacts. 

A six-mile radius from the Project action alternatives was used to 
assess the potential dust, noise, air pollutant, and electromagnetic 
impacts to communities.  Types of construction noise, dust, other 
air pollutants, visual impacts, and potential land value impacts (to 
the extent they occur) would be similar along all action 
alternatives, because the construction techniques would be 
essentially the same.  Helicopter construction as mitigation would 
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occur only in the ANF, affecting no Environmental Justice 
communities.  Thus, regardless of whether the nearby affected 
populations would be minority and/or low-income or not, the 
actual pathways and magnitudes of the impacts would be 
equivalent. 

Property value impacts from transmission lines, if any, would 
generally occur nearby transmission facilities (refer to page 4-342 
of the Final EIS/EIR).  Likewise, other community impacts from 
land-use conflicts or disruption would also be localized. 

Response X-26: The Final EIS/EIR has been updated with an 
explanation of current Tribal concerns on page 7-20. 

Response X-27: A discussion of Executive Order 13007 has been 
added to Section 6.6.3 in the Final EIS/EIR. Your comments will 
be considered in the decision-making processes prior to final 
decisions on the Proposed Action by the BLM, USFS, and 
LADWP. 
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Response X-28: We have included analysis in the Final EIS/EIR 
in Section 4.2.9 that explains the visual advantages and 
disadvantages of both Lattice Steel Towers (LSTs) and Tubular 
Steel Poles (TSPs). 

In summary, the comparative analysis added to Section 3.2.9 of the 
Final EIS/EIR shows that TSPs are more aesthetically pleasing 
because of the architectural rather than engineered visual character 
of the structures, and because they have a smaller footprint.  They 
may be more appropriate in the immediate foreground or 
foreground from sensitive viewpoints (e.g., Green Valley), but tend 
to be more prominent at greater distances than LSTs.  The open 
lattice frame structure characteristic of LSTs, and the darkening of 
the steel structural members of the LSTs, allows much better 
blending where the structures would be seen against more visually 
diverse, textured backdrops often present in the ANF.  LSTs also 
allow greater spans and fewer structures while allowing for 
maximum offsets when crossing visually sensitive linear features, 
such as trails, and would be better absorbed into the existing 
corridor where LSTs already exist.   

If TSPs were installed in Green Valley, identifying where to begin 
and end the TSP span would need to be considered so that it would 
break off cleanly into the LST segments on the ANF.  There are 
also some concerns over the visual contrast that would result with 
installing a TSP segment that would parallel existing LST 
segments.  However, this could set a new standard, and when 
future utility projects or upgrades are implemented within the 
Green Valley ROW, the utilities/proponents could also be required 
to use TSPs, and a new uniformity can be established.  Therefore, 
the use of TSPs in Green Valley would be a trade-off that would 
require community input.  The feasibility of using TSPs must also 
be determined during final engineering when considering 
environmental, structural, and implementation constraints. 
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Response X-29: Three new General Practices, GP-60, GP-61, and 
GP-62, have been incorporated into the description of the Project 
in Chapter 2, Table 2-8, of the Final EIS/EIR.  These new General 
Practices, previously committed to in Section 4.2.2 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR as Standard Practices, require the use of noise reduction 
equipment, use of sound walls to shield adjacent residents, and 
limiting of unnecessary engine idling time.  With the incorporation 
of these new General Practices, additional mitigation measures for 
mobile equipment noise are not necessary. 
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LETTER Y: AGUA CALIENTE BAND OF 
CAHUILLA INDIANS 

Response Y-1: Your comments will be considered in the decision-
making processes prior to final decisions on the Proposed Action 
by the BLM, USFS, and LADWP 
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LETTER Z: LOS ANGELES AREA CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 

Response Z-1: Your comments will be considered in the decision-
making processes prior to final decisions on the Proposed Action 
by the BLM, USFS, and LADWP. 
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