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Developing countries are increasingly undertaking mitigation efforts in order to respond to climate change and 

meet development goals in a less carbon intensive manner. Many countries are implementing this process 

through a combination of national targets, Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs), Low Carbon 

Development Strategies and other climate and energy policies. Key to the success of these mitigation actions is 

the development of an enabling environment that will facilitate the tracking of emissions and domestic progress. 

The World Resources Institute (WRI) is working with in-country partners through its Measurement and 

Performance Tracking (MAPT) initiative to assess, build and support national capacities in developing countries in 

the design and implementation of measurement and tracking systems and tools to meet domestic goals. The 

initiative will primarily be driven by key stakeholders in select countries that include national policy makers, 

industry and civil society groups. While the main goal of the MAPT initiative is to support domestic efforts in 

strengthening measurement and tracking systems, the lessons learned will also be collected, analyzed and 

disseminated to an international audience in order to build support and replicate success.  

MAPT Countries 
 
The MAPT initiative will work to build capacity in 6 developing countries:  

 

 Brazil 
 Colombia 
 Ethiopia 
 India 
 South Africa 
 Thailand 
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Build countries’ national capacity to account for and report their 

GHG emissions consistent with IPCC methodologies and standards. 

Approach 

 WRI will engage and partner with a broad range of relevant stakeholders including government agencies, 

businesses, and civil society organizations. We will build on existing in-country methodologies and systems, and 

ensure that metrics and guidelines are policy-neutral. The initiative will respond to national demands drawing on 

and deploying WRI’s analytical and convening capacities, international expertise and tools and methodologies. 

Working in close collaboration with in-country partners, we will pursue a phased approach that consists of: 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus 

This engagement will be conducted on a number of different levels, including state, national, and international as 

well as by sector. The collaboration pursued will be dependent on the capacity needs identified by national 

partners during the initial scoping period.  Each country will likely have a different focus and will not necessarily 

cover all elements of the MAPT initiative.   

National-Level Capacity Building 
 
At the national level the MAPT initiative will work with key stakeholders to improve institutional capacity, 

strengthen national inventories and introduce methodologies to account for the greenhouse gas (GHG) impact of 

national policies and goals.  

National Inventories 

A national GHG inventory provides critical 

information regarding a country’s emissions 

profile and can be an important tool for assessing progress towards meeting national or sectoral policy goals. 

WRI’s MAPT initiative will identify the capacity needs and best practices of existing national inventory systems by 

reviewing elements critical to their development and management.  In addition to developing a tool for national 

inventory system assessment, capacity building efforts will consist of a combination of in-country and 

international training workshops aimed at inventory practitioners, as well as the development of 

recommendations and case studies to inform the international community. 
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Develop guidance for quantifying the GHG impact of 

national policies and measures and national goals. 

 

Identify best practices and develop recommendations to strengthen 

the capacity of institutions tasked with measuring and tracking the 

performance of climate policies and associated GHG reductions. 

 

Develop methodologies and guidelines to build capacity to measure, report and manage emissions and 

reductions in key sectors including forestry, industry and electricity. 

 

Institutions 

The success of national efforts to reduce 

emissions is contingent on having in place 

institutions with the capacity to effectively 

coordinate, measure and manage climate 

policies and GHG emissions across a range of 

sectors. Through the MAPT initiative, WRI will develop a framework outlining the key institutional functions, roles 

and mandates necessary for an effective MRV system. WRI will also work with in-country partners to map national 

institutions and systems responsible for coordinating climate actions and tracking GHG emissions and identify 

resource, capacity and information needs, barriers that need to be overcome, and models for effective 

institutional design. 

Accounting for Policies and National Goals 

While many developing countries are setting 

significant mitigation targets and policies, a key 

element of ensuring the effectiveness of these 

actions is the ability to measure and track the related GHG impact. As part of the MAPT initiative, WRI will 

develop new guidance for quantifying the GHG impact of mitigation actions, policies and measures, and national 

goals (e.g. economy-wide intensity targets). New guidance would be voluntary, policy-neutral, internationally 

applicable, and intended to assist government agencies and civil society organizations to evaluate and 

communicate the effectiveness of low carbon policies. New guidance is expected to include methods for 

projecting future GHG impacts of policies, as well as monitoring the GHG impact of policies over time, according 

to a consistent, credible, and transparent approach. 

Capacity Building in Key Sectors 

Forestry 
WRI’s Forest Landscapes Initiative seeks to build the capacity of countries to accurately measure, monitor and 

report on change in forest areas and associated carbon emissions/sequestration.  Enhanced capacity in this area 

will enable nations to better manage forest resources, design policies to reduce emissions from forest and land 

cover change, and access funds for protection and enhancement of forest carbon stocks.  



 
 

 

 
  

This process is being made possible by a number of WRI supporters including the International 

Climate Initiative. The Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 

Safety supports this initiative on the basis of a decision adopted by the German Bundestag. 

Measurement and Performance Tracking 
in Developing Countries (MAPT) 

 

Industry 

Companies need to measure in order to manage GHGs and in a number of countries are already required to 

report on emissions.  WRI is a co-convener of the Greenhouse Gas (GHG) protocol (www.ghgprotocol.org), the 

most widely used international accounting tool for government and business leaders to understand, quantify and 

manage greenhouse gas emissions. The MAPT project will utilize this experience to strengthen corporate GHG 

accounting and reporting capacity in key emission intensive sectors.  

Electricity 

The rapid expansion of the electricity sector in many developing countries makes it necessary to effectively track 

and report emissions from this sector. WRI is a co-founder of the Electricity Governance Initiative, a collaboration 

of stakeholders that promotes open, transparent and accountable decision-making processes in the electricity 

sector. The MAPT project will build on this foundation to build civil society capacity to produce independent 

assessments of climate-related electricity policy implementation. 

 

Informing International Discussions and Sharing Experience 

The lessons learned through the MAPT initiative will be used to develop a series of recommendations to inform 

relevant international processes, including UNFCCC, as well as offer support and guidance to other developing 

countries that have similar needs.  

Tools and Outputs 
 
In order to strengthen domestic capacity, the MAPT project will draw on existing WRI tools and guidance as well 

as develop new tools and frameworks as required. A series of tools, recommendations, trainings and workshops 

will be delivered dependent on country needs. Outputs will include: 

Toolkits and Guidance: GHG Accounting  
 Guidance on accounting for the GHG emissions reductions resulting from policies and national goals. 
 GHG Protocol sector and cross-sector calculation tools that can be customized to country needs.  

 

Toolkits and Guidance: Policy Implementation and Governance  
 A policy implementation tool for civil society and others to assess the implementation of national and 

sub-national plans. 
 An ‘Electricity Governance Toolkit’ consisting of research questions that generate indicators of relative 

strength and weakness in policy and regulatory processes for electricity. 
 The ‘Governance of Forests Initiative Indicator Framework’ which includes a complete set of qualitative 

indicators for conducting civil society led assessments of forest governance at the national level.  

 

http://www.ghgprotocol.org/
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Toolkits and Guidance: Assessing Capacity Gaps 

 An assessment tool to identify national inventory capacity needs and gaps. This will be accompanied by 
guidance highlighting best practice in key areas from both Annex 1 and non-Annex 1 countries. 

 A framework defining the key institutional functions required for an effective MRV system. The 
framework will be accompanied by guidance on institutional best practices. 

 

 

Toolkits and Guidance: Land Use and Forestry 
 Near real-time change detection tool for monitoring land use change. 
 Guidance on monitoring standardization in the forestry sector. 

 
 
 

Workshops and Training Courses 
 Workshops for national inventory practitioners. 
 GHG Protocol training courses on completing GHG inventories for both companies and trainers. 
 GHG Protocol Program Design course on designing a national or regional corporate GHG accounting and 

reporting program. 
 

 

Case Study Development  
 A series of case studies exploring capacity needs and best practices across all MAPT components. 

 
 
 

Recommendations 
 Recommendations based on the experience and lessons learned whilst implementing the various MAPT 

components. 
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About the World Resources Institute 
 
 The World Resources Institute (WRI) is an environmental think tank that goes beyond research to find practical 

ways to protect the earth and improve people’s lives.  

To learn more visit WRI’s website at www.wri.org 

Background 
 
WRI has a long history working in the fields of measurement and performance tracking, which it will build on in its 

MAPT initiative. For example:  

 WRI is a co-convener of the Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Protocol (www.ghgprotocol.org), the most widely 
used international accounting tool for government and business leaders to understand, quantify, and 
manage greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

 WRI’s Forest Landscapes Initiative (www.wri.org/project/global-forest-watch) aims to monitor forest 
changes and associated carbon emissions to support comprehensive national GHG inventories and to 
inform landscape-scale low emissions policy development. 

 
 WRI actively gathers data on GHG emissions and reduction targets. See for example, the Climate Analysis 

Indicators Tool (http://cait.wri.org/) and the Open Climate Network (www.wri.org/project/open-
climate-network).  

 
 WRI is co-founder of the Electricity Governance Initiative (http://electricitygovernance.wri.org/), a 

collaboration of stakeholders that promotes open, transparent and accountable decision-making 
processes in the electricity sector that promote a socially and environmentally sustainable energy future. 
 

 

 

For more information, contact Kelly Levin (klevin@wri.org) 
 

http://www.wri.org/
http://electricitygovernance.wri.org/

