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A green economy is one that
results in improved human
well-being and social equity,
while significantly reducing
environmental risks and
ecological scarcities.
The Partnership for Action on Green Economy (PAGE)
supports countries interested in pursuing inclusive, resourceefficient, low-carbon economies.
Between now and 2020, PAGE aims to catalyse the
transformation process of 30 countries’ economies by
shifting investment and policies towards the creation of a
new generation of assets: clean technology, well-functioning
ecosystems, a skilled labour force with green jobs driven by
strong institutions and good governance.
Together, this partnership will set the conditions for
enhanced prosperity and greater equity, contributing to
natural resource conservation and poverty eradication.

PAGE

Supporting change for
The Future We Want
In 2012, the Rio+20 Declaration – The Future We Want – recognized a green economy
as a vehicle for achieving sustainable development and poverty eradication. It called on
the United Nations to support interested countries in their transition to greener and more
inclusive economies.
In response to this call for action, the UNEP, ILO, UNIDO and UNITAR created the
Partnership for Action on Green Economy, or PAGE, to meet the growing demands from
countries seeking to develop and implement national green economy strategies.
Building on the existing initiatives and expertise of the four agencies, PAGE is expected to
be greater than the sum of its parts – offering countries a full range of integrated services
and tools that will facilitate their national green economy plans. This collective effort
will mobilize social awareness and special training, and foster policy development and
implementation, as well as knowledge sharing and policy dialogues.

The vision of the global partnership
PAGE aims to contribute to the equitable and sustainable transformation of national economic
structures in 30 countries by 2020, with the ultimate intention to achieve environmental sustainability,
decent job creation, reduced poverty and improved human well-being. Recognizing that each country
must develop its own unique pathway, based on its national priorities and resources, to sustainable
development, PAGE seeks to:
Enable countries to formulate and adopt
green economy policies by:
Offering a comprehensive suite of services
and tools to governments and other
stakeholders.
Promoting a strategic approach that links
economic development to environmental
sustainability and social inclusion.
Mobilizing policy support and collecting
data to quantify the impacts of green
economy investments.
Ensuring results-oriented capacity building
and training for effective institutions.

Strengthen the capacity of national partners
to finance and implement inclusive green
economy initiatives, including at the sectoral
level, by:
Providing technical assistance to national
counterparts on mobilizing finance and
implementing green economy policies.
Advising on inter-ministerial and multistakeholder coordination mechanisms to
build consensus, country ownership and
overcome implementation challenges.
Shaping employment creation and
industrial development strategies to
advance technological pathways, facilitate
entrepreneurship and enhance skills building.
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Enabling countries to shift to inclusive
green economies
PAGE also strengthens the global knowledge base and improve universal accessibility to good practices,
tools and updates on the green economy. Interested countries will be able to tap in a vast pool of
resources and source high-quality advice on key issues related to the green economy.
To make this happen, PAGE will:
Develop and provide global access to tools
and training programmes on green economy
by:

Create and share knowledge on green
economy to support its application at the
country-level by:

Offering a comprehensive toolkit, as
well as training packages and e-learning
courses for policymakers, workers and other
stakeholders.

Undertaking research and analysis to
improve existing green economy modules
and methodologies.

Establishing a PAGE Academy and
Leadership Programme.
Providing a dedicated web portal for
practitioners to access the most up-to-date
resources.

Developing a set of global and sectoral
indicators for national green economy
assessments.
Hosting knowledge-sharing events with
PAGE partners and organizing high-level
policy dialogues at both the regional and
global levels.
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Mongolia becomes first PAGE

country beneficiary

With one of the world’s fastest growing economies, Mongolia knows first-hand about the challenges of
transitioning to a more inclusive, low-carbon economy.
To address these challenges, the government has enacted a series of environmental laws and developed
a national Strategy on Green Development. It has also signed-up to became the first country to benefit
from PAGE.
“For the last seven or eight years, we have had great growth from 8 to15 per cent, and it is important
that we build on good basics of green growth and green economy,” said Mongolia’s Environment and
Green Development Minister Sanjaasuren Oyun at the time.
With high-level backing from the Mongolian government, PAGE aims to support the country in refining
and implementing its Green Development Strategy. PAGE is already engaging key stakeholders, hosting
workshops and high-level forum in November. An initial economic analysis of the country and a green
jobs mapping study have been completed; and, modelling work is underway to quantify the impacts
and costs of the country’s transition. Moreover, PAGE is working together on the ground with UNDP,
GGGI and other global agencies to provide a coordinated international response to support the country
in its ambitions for a greener, more inclusive economy.
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Peru prepares for its PAGE plan of
action

In late 2013, Peru was selected to become
the second country to benefit from the
PAGE initiative after the government
formally requested support to advance its
green economy transition. Within the last
10 years, Peru has achieved significant
economic growth, but this growth has not
always led to improve the welfare its society.
IIED
Natural resources and the environment,
competitiveness and employment, and opportunity and access to services represent three of the six
priority areas under its National Strategic Plan for Development or “Peru towards 2021.” PAGE has
been asked specifically to assist in shaping the green economy and social inclusion sections of the
strategy.
Through ILO’s Regional Office in Lima, and in cooperation with UNEP’s Regional Office, the
Partnership’s initiative is now underway and a draft action plan will be presented and reviewed at an
inception workshop scheduled to be held in Spring 2014.

Criteria for PAGE engagement
The founding partners of PAGE – UNEP, ILO, UNIDO and UNITAR – have developed the following
criteria to determine the qualifications of a country requesting PAGE support:
•
•
•
•

Demonstration of high-level support from the government;
Evidence of links to national planning processes;
Contribution to regional balance of PAGE portfolio; and
History of PAGE partner presence or activities in country.

In addition to Mongolia and Peru, the PAGE Secretariat is actively considering 14 other candidates.
The goal of PAGE is to assist 30 countries by 2020.

A high-level dialogue launches
PAGE initiative
In February 2013, PAGE was
launched at a high-level dialogue
on green economy in Nairobi,
which included representatives
from all four founding agencies,
government ministers and
dignitaries.
The lively debate highlighted the different entry points and pathways that countries are taking to move
towards a green economy, which will lead to the shared goal of sustainable development and poverty
eradication.
From Barbados to Mexico and Nepal to South Africa, there is growing evidence that many countries are
already advancing national green initiatives.
Germany, Kenya and the Republic of Korea, for instance, have set out radical changes in their energy
policies to harness the power of renewables and reinvest in natural capital, while Peru and Senegal are
focused on developing more capacity and green jobs.
As the Future We Want recommends, PAGE aims to encourage “the implementation of green
economy policies by countries that seek to apply them for the transition towards sustainable
development as a common undertaking.”
Since the launch, the PAGE partners have consulted with governments to highlight this opportunity.

Contributing to South-South
cooperation
The PAGE initiative was featured at the 2013 Global South-South Development Expo in October 2013
in Nairobi, under the theme “Building Inclusive Green Economies.” Delegates from 150 countries and
across the United Nations attended the event designed to tackle development challenges by harnessing
and exchanging innovative solutions from the global South.
A special session during the Partnership Forum focused on PAGE, fostering a lively policy dialogue on
green economy and contributing to knowledge sharing. Speakers included representatives from the
four PAGE partner agencies, as well as high-level representatives from Mongolia, Peru and the United
Arab Emirates.

Green Super Rice

UAE hosts first global conference on
PAGE
There is growing interest among countries to promote a low-carbon,
resource-efficient development model that improves human wellbeing and values natural capital, as evidenced by the more than 300
participants – including more than 30 Ministers from environment,
finance, industry, labour and trade – expected to attend the first
global PAGE Conference in Dubai on 4-5 March 2014.
The UAE Minister of Environment and Water, under the patronage
of His Highness Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the
UAE, Ruler of Dubai, generously offered to host the inaugural gathering, as a signal of his country’s
commitment to facilitating a global transformation to a green economy. At the national level, the
UAE government is developing a roadmap and policy recommendations for the UAE Green Growth
Strategy, which was previously announced in January 2012 under the slogan Green Economy for
Sustainable Development.
Thematic sessions will specifically focus on issues such as: green jobs, fiscal policy and investment,
green industrial policy, social inclusion and poverty eradication, trade policies and opportunities,
and metrics and indicators for an inclusive green economy. The conference outcomes and policy
recommendations will be shared with national decision-makers and at upcoming international
meetings, and will contribute to informing the implementation of the PAGE initiative.

Showcasing green economy in action
PAGExchange is a multimedia presentation that
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Promoting a global transition to an
inclusive green economy
The four founding partners of PAGE all work to address different aspects of a green economy. Together,
they cover the key cornerstones of a green economy and can provide a comprehensive suite of services
and tools that will help countries strategically develop their own green economy pathways.
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the lead organization on
the global environment in the UN system. UNEP focuses on ensuring environmental
sustainability in policy advice under PAGE. Under its Green Economy Initiative, it has
produced a number of green economy reports, and provided technical assistance and policy advice to
more than 20 countries.
The International Labour Organization (ILO) brings its knowledge and experience on
employment, the greening of enterprises, green jobs, gender equality and skills building
to PAGE. Under its Green Jobs Programme, the ILO has provided international policy
coherence through research and advocacy on employment, entrepreneurship and social
inclusion; supported constituents at national level through social dialogue, policy and technical advisory
services; and developed capacity through training and knowledge sharing.
The United Nations Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO) is the UN’s expert in promoting sustainable industrial
development. UNIDO has a long track record in implementing cleaner production technologies at
the national level, as well as providing evidence-based policy advice to member states. UNIDO’s
contribution to PAGE focuses on industrial policy advice and its implementation through industry
engagement, industry-related training and its building of public-private partnerships.
The United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR)
is a strategic UN partner dedicated to environmental training and
strengthening capacities of research and training institutions in partner countries. Under PAGE,
UNITAR supports and contributes to the development of international training programmes, including
those hosted by the ILO’s International Training Centre, lead on national training and competency
development, and contribute to other specialized training, capacity building and high-level dialogues.

The Partnership for Action on Green Economy
(PAGE) drives a multi-stakeholder and participatory
approach to create inclusive, sustainable societies.

PAGE seeks to:
Enable countries to formulate and adopt green
economy policies;
Strengthen the capacity of national partners
to finance and implement inclusive green
economy initiatives;
Develop and provide global access to tools
and training programmes on green economy;
and
Create and share knowledge on green
economy to support its application at the
country-level.

For further information:
UNEP
E-mail: PAGE@unep.org
www.unep.org/greeneconomy
ILO
E-mail: kemter@ilo.org
www.ilo.org/green-jobs-programme
UNIDO
E-mail: PAGE@unido.org
www.unido.org/greenindustry
UNITAR
E-mail: envgov@unitar.org
www.unitar.org

