
The Southeastern Power Administration (SEPA) declares, schedules, 
dispatches, and accounts for capacity and energy generated at 22 
hydroelectric projects at reservoirs operated by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers in the agency’s 11-state marketing area. Total generating 
capacity in SEPA’s area is 3,392 megawatts. The Administration’s 
customers include 198 electric cooperatives, 292 public bodies, and 
1 investor-owned utility. SEPA does not own transmission facilities; 
instead, it must contract with other utilities to provide transmission—or 
“wheeling”—services for the power it markets.

SEPA provides input to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers during 
stakeholder reviews and National Environmental Policy Act analysis for 
water control manual updates and river basin comprehensive studies. 
The Administration also participates in computer model reviews of 
river basin operations and alternative operation scenario development. 
Further, SEPA reviews water reallocation requests provided through the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

SEPA provides input for drought management and mitigation. 
The Administration also participates in conferences related to the 
dissemination of environmental information to the public, particularly 
during drought management operations with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.
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Mission
“…to market and deliver federal 

hydroelectric power at the lowest 

possible cost to public bodies and 

cooperatives in the southeastern 

United States in a professional, 

innovative, customer-oriented 

manner, while continuing to meet 

the challenges of an ever-changing 

electric utility environment through 

continuous improvements.”

Overview
The Southeastern Power 
Administration’s (SEPA’s) 
objectives are to market electric 
power and energy generated by 
federal reservoir projects while 
encouraging widespread use of 
the power at the lowest possible 
cost to consumers. Preference in 
the sale of power is given to public 
bodies and cooperatives. SEPA 
does not own transmission facilities; 
instead, it contracts with other 
utilities to provide transmission. 
The Administration’s responsibilities 
include negotiation, preparation, 
execution, and administration of 
power sales contracts; preparation of 
repayment studies to set wholesale 
rates; provision of agreements related 
to interconnecting reservoir projects 
and to serve contractual obligations; 
and activities pertaining to the 
operation of power facilities to ensure 
and maintain continuity.

Geographic Scope
All or parts of AL, FL, GA, IL, KY, MS, 
NC, SC, TN, VA, and WV
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SEPA provides historical operational datasets and industry expertise to 
the U.S. Department of Energy and other agencies. The Administration 
also participates in congressional studies, reviews, and reports. 

In consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and other federal 
and state agencies, SEPA reviews current hydropower operations and 
alternative scenarios for recreational benefits at federal multipurpose 
projects.

SEPA provides a funding mechanism for the rehabilitation of equipment 
with the intent to improve safety and reliability.

SEPA rates are cost-based, and they provide a benchmark for other 
federal agencies in relation to electric industry market rates. SEPA 
power sales repay an average of 63% of the total cost of each associated 
multipurpose project—in addition to hydropower production, federal 
projects are used for a variety of purposes, including flood control, 
navigation, recreation, environmental protection, and water supply. Not 
all of these other purposes have a viable funding stream for continued 
project operation.
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Appropriations Source
U.S. House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Energy and Water 
Development

U.S. Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Energy and Water 
Development

Enabling Legislation
Flood Control Act of 1944

Agency Role 
SEPA plays an advisory role to the 
U.S. Department of Energy when 
requested. Along with the other 
three Federal Power Marketing 
Administrations (Bonneville Power 
Administration, Southwestern Power 
Administration, and Western Area 
Power Administration), SEPA offers 
recommendations on alternative 
energy technologies, such as wind 
power, low-head hydropower, kinetic 
hydropower, and offshore tidal action 
hydropower.

Legislative Drivers
Flood Control Act of 1944
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