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1 Background 

The Climate Knowledge Brokers (CKB) Group was set up in 2011 with the aim to explore closer 

collaboration between online knowledge brokers working in the climate and development sectors. Ever 

since its formation it has demonstrated a keen appetite for closer collaboration and knowledge 

exchange; and has generated a range of ideas on how to make this happen in practice.  The CKB group 

meets annually in order to take this agenda forward, with workshops held in Eschborn and Bonn in 

Germany as well as in Washington DC, USA. 

The CKB Group is an informal network and an emerging ‘community of practice’ in the fields of 

knowledge and information on climate and development. The focus is primarily on online initiatives and 

those that play an explicit knowledge brokerage role, rather than being simply institutional websites. By 

design, it cuts across different sub-sectors within the climate sphere: it includes initiatives focusing on 

adaptation, mitigation, climate finance, energy, agriculture and broader development issues – the aim 

being to encourage productive linkages across these different fields of activity. 

As its main objective the CKB group and all its members aim to enable decision makers and individuals 

faced with the challenges of climate change to take decisions based on high quality, comprehensive 

data, information and knowledge. This requires a clear understanding of the user needs as well as a 

strong, complete and usable information base to support users in their decisions. 

The CKB Group has steadily grown and now includes around 55 online initiatives and organizations, 

including many of the leading global and regional online knowledge players.  It communicates via a 

LinkedIn discussion group and, as of April 2014, is coordinated in its activities by the Renewable Energy 

and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP).  For more information and reports on earlier workshops, see 
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the CKB Group’s web space.  This includes 'snapshot presentations’ on the initiatives involved, and a 

collection of RSS blog feeds from CKB members. 

2 Workshop Objectives 

The 2014 Workshop will be held at IDS on the Campus of the University of Sussex on October 4 and 5. 

The overall objective is to continue the process of forging stronger collaborative links between climate 

knowledge brokers working in the climate and development area. The ultimate aim is to improve access 

to reliable information and robust methods for those working in these sectors, particularly in developing 

countries, and to enhance their ability to share lessons and experience. Specific workshop objectives are 

to: 

• Exchange experience and best practice in the field of climate knowledge brokering 

• Learn other organizations' take on climate information users' needs and goals 

• Report back on the collaborative work that has been undertaken over the previous year, and 

demonstrate how new (shared) tools can be adopted by other CKBs to support their work 

• Provide a space to engage with peers to discuss challenges, share ideas and capture lessons 

learned 

• Explore options for raising our ambitions as a group, and agree an action plan for the coming 

year 

3 Expected Outcomes 

For participants, the benefits from attending will include 

• Learning from each other's challenges and solutions, which they can bring back and apply in 

their organization 

• Getting a better understanding of possibilities and approaches for raising funds for knowledge 

brokering work 

• Sharing ideas on new joint projects 

• Understanding ways to engage more effectively with information users 

• Getting to know peers within the CKB community, the CKB Coordination Hub, and the 

"services" it can provide to all member 

4 Format/Structure 

As with previous CKB events, the format will be highly participative and interactive. Time will be set 

aside for informal conversations and working groups, and session will be facilitated to ensure 

participants all have a chance to engage. There will be plenty of room for individual networking and 

thought-sharing: there are extended coffee breaks as well as a long lunch session. There will be the 

possibility to bring poster as visual aids and hang them in the coffee/lunch area, which can be used 

better explain each organizations work. 

An outline agenda is attached (see Annex A).  Details will be developed by the CKB Steering Group over 

the coming month. 
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5 Participants 

We are currently expecting about 35-40 people, which is a great, workable size for the interactivity 

planned during the workshop. Invitations will be sent to the current CKB Group and to a number of 

other initiatives that the Steering Group feels would have an important contribution to make (if you 

have ideas for additional invitees please contact the workshop organizers). 

The target audience are individuals with hands-on experience in the field of climate change, knowledge 

brokering, and international development. In particular, project managers and high-level staff with a 

responsibility for strategy, delivery and decision making on climate knowledge broker relevant portfolios 

are welcome. 

6 Registration 

The registration form can be found online under this link: 

http://goo.gl/gtXo8z 

Please complete the form by August 19, 2014. Based on the information we get, we will be finalizing 

local logistics. Should you need any special support or have other things on your mind related to the 

workshop, feel free to contact us at workshop-organizers@climateknowledgebrokers.net. 

7 Preparation by participants 

To make best use of the limited time we have together, participants are asked to prepare for the 

workshop as follows: 

a. Preliminary collaboration survey 

Ahead of the Workshop, participants are asked to fill in a simple online survey to assess the current level 

of collaboration be different CKB initiatives.  This builds on the baseline survey carried out during the 

2011 CKB Workshop and is designed to show changes over time.  Details will follow once participants 

have registered. 

b. Snapshot presentations and Workshop Posters 

As we are focusing on interaction and exchange, there is hardly any space for power point presentations 

of individual initiatives. However, participants are instead invited to prepare a poster, which will be 

displayed in the break area of the workshop, or a ‘snapshot’ presentation. They should describe the 

initiative and its key features, including its aims and target audience can be sent to the organizers.  

Presentations will be uploaded to the CKB web space before the workshop and will provide a valuable 

resource, both for participants and other interested parties who are unable to attend. 

Those who submitted a snapshot for last year’s event are encouraged to update it to reflect 

developments since then. 

To allow for processing time of these snapshots, please submit them to sigmund.kluckner@reeep.org by 

September 22, 2014 the latest. 
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8 Location/Timing/Logistics 

The workshop will be held at the Institute of Development Studies in Brighton, UK, which is located on 

the Campus of the University of Sussex (street address: Library Road, Brighton, BN1 9RE, UK). We will 

start with an introductory reception and dinner on the evening of Friday October 3 at 7pm (Location will 

be announced). The main sessions will be on Saturday and Sunday, October 4 and 5 respectively. 

During the workshop, all coffee breaks and lunches will be provided at the conference venue. However, 

participants will be asked to cover their dinner, as well as their travel and accommodation costs. Please 

also make sure to make your own hotel booking arrangements. Details of recommended hotels, and 

arrangements for how to book, are included in the attached logistics note. 

9 Workshop report 

A workshop report will be produced after the event to capture the main discussions and conclusions. As 

an example and also as recommended reading, you can find the 2013 report on the CKB web space.  

10 Contact Information 

For more information on the workshop, please contact us at the organizers email address workshop-

organizers@climateknowledgebrokers.net or individually at the following addresses: 

Sigmund Kluckner REEEP sigmund.kluckner@reeep.org 

Fatema Rajabali IDS f.rajabali@ids.ac.uk  

11 Funding for the workshop 

This workshop is made possible with the support of REEEP and the Climate and Development Knowledge 

Network (CDKN), with funding from the UK Department for International Development and the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands. It is kindly hosted by the Institute of Development Studies (IDS). 

  
 

 

 

Annex A - Outline Agenda for the 2014 CKB Workshop 

Friday, October 3 

Timing Session Focus 

Afternoon Steering Group Meeting  

19:00 Welcome dinner for early birds Informal welcome dinner/networking 
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Saturday, October 4 

Timing Session Focus 

Morning Introduction & Welcome Objectives of the workshop, Agenda overview, logistics 

"Speed Dating" Meet again or get to know each other, find out about others' activities 

Coordination Hub Introduction Recap on the origins and purpose of the CKB Group, idea and background of the Coordination Hub 

Coffee Break  

What are we learning? Participatory session to share what we are learning as a CKB community 

• How do CKBs fit into the current eco-system of climate-related organizations, both as individual players and 

as a community of practice? 

• How is the sector evolving and how did we adjust? 

• What are current users' demanding from us, and how are we responding? 

Noon Lunch and Poster Session  

Afternoon Progress Update on Joint 

projects 

Quick update on progress on joint projects and collaborations, focusing on the question "What's next, where do we 

go from here?" Currently planned talks: 

• Knowledge Navigator 

• Reegle Tagging API 

• First joint proposal: Closing the information gap for climate resilient agriculture in East Africa (FCFA) 

Coffee Break  

Knowledge Sharing Clinics
1
 ‘Peer assist’ session focusing on the challenges CKBs are facing in developing their services and meeting user needs: 

• 4 volunteer ‘patients’ to present a specific challenge they are facing (in parallel) 

• Participants rotate between sub-groups to hear about the challenge, ask questions, and provide advice 

• Feedback from ‘patients’ on how useful the process was 

19:00 Dinner Informal dinner/networking 

                                                                 
1
 A "knowledge sharing clinic" is designed as a ‘peer assist’ session to provide focused practical advice to a number of volunteer ‘patients’ who are willing to share a problem or challenge they are facing. 

 



 

 6 

 

Sunday, October 5 

Timing Session Focus 

Morning Invited Talks on Fundraising / 

Funders' Needs 

Invited talk 

• Funder's view on the landscape of climate knowledge brokering 

• Experiences and expectations from funders 

Coffee Break  

Session on Joint Fundraising Participatory session 

• Find common topics, fields of work, regions that are suitable for joint projects 

• Propose project ideas, work together on refining 

• Share funding opportunities and possibilities 

Noon Lunch and Poster Session  

Afternoon Session on CKB Group Development Three of the following topics will be covered in parallel group discussions (agenda to be finalized based on the 

voting through the registration) 

• Strategy and Workplan of the CKB Group and the Coordination Hub 

• Communications, Outreach and Marketing Plan 

• The plans on establishing the group's Regional Hubs 

• The CKB Group Governance Process 

• The Monitoring and Evaluation processes and baseline indicators 

• Fundraising activities and plans 

Coffee Break  

Introduction to ROCKS Short introduction to the collaboration platform provided by REEEP 

Thematic Session “Thinking Outside 

the Box” 

Participatory session with topics proposed by the participants ahead of time. Exact topic(s) to be confirmed. 

ca. 17:00 Wrap up and Close Agree on action points and next steps 

 


