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APPENDIX R: SETS OF COMMENTS AND RESPONSES FROM THE 
PUBLIC REVIEW OF THE DRAFT EIS/EIR 

The sixty-day formal public review period for the Barren Ridge Renewable Transmission Project 
(BRRTP or Project) Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report 
(EIS/EIR) ran from August 26, 2010 to October 25, 2010.  Opportunities to submit comments 
during the review period were provided via mail, project email, web-based GIS portal, Project 
phone hotline, and through a series of five public meetings conducted throughout the Project 
area.  Comments were received from agencies, Tribes, organizations, and individuals via all 
comment modes provided.  A summary of comments received during the public review of the 
Draft EIS/EIR is included in Chapter 7 of the Final EIS/EIR.  All substantive comments received 
are included in this appendix to the Final EIS/EIR for the BRRTP.   

Part one of this appendix contains comments received at the public meetings held during the 
public comment period for the Draft EIS/EIR through GIS stations, informal oral comments 
during the question and answer session, and comment forms.  The comments for each public 
meeting location are numbered and responses are labeled accordingly.  For example, Lake 
Hughes Response-1 refers to the response to the first comment from the Lake Hughes public 
meeting. 

Part two of this appendix contains all agency, organization, and Tribe comment letters received 
during the public comment period, as well as four additional comment letters from agencies and 
a Tribe received between the close of the public comment period and November 7, 2011.  The 
comment letters are lettered alphabetically and responses are labeled accordingly.  For example, 
Response A-1 refers to the response to the first comment in comment letter A. 

Part three of this appendix contains all comments received from individuals during the public 
comment period.  Comments were submitted via letters, emails, mailed comment forms, and 
Project hotline messages.  A copy of each substantive comment and the response from the lead 
agencies are provided in this section.  The comments are labeled numerically and responses are 
labeled alphabetically.  For example, Response 1-A refers to the response to the first comment in 
Comment Letter 1. 

Comments were evaluated, and responses were prepared for substantive comments referencing 
significant environmental issues or issues relating to the adequacy of the EIS/EIR (40 C.F.R. 
1503.4(b) and California Environmental Quality Act [CEQA] Guidelines, Section 15088).  All 
comments will be considered during the decision-making processes prior to final decisions on 
the Proposed Action by the BLM, USFS, and LADWP. 
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PART 1: PUBLIC MEETING COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

Part one contains comments received at the public meetings conducted during the public 
comment period for the Draft EIS/EIR through GIS stations, informal oral comments during the 
question and answer session, and comment forms.   
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LAKE HUGHES PUBLIC MEETING 
Lake Hughes Response 1: Alternative 2a, described on pages 2-
106 through 2-108 of the Final EIS/EIR, would route the proposed 
new double-circuit 230 kV transmission line within a new corridor 
in the Angeles National Forest (ANF).  Alternative 2a would also 
include the reconductoring of the existing single-circuit 230 kV 
line in the existing corridor through Green Valley.  As a result of 
public comments on the Draft EIS/EIR, a new alternative in the 
Green Valley area, the Green Valley Multi-Line Relocation 
Alternative, was examined, which would locate the proposed 
double-circuit 230 kV and relocate the existing single-circuit 
230 kV and 500 kV DC lines into a new corridor primarily in the 
ANF and just outside of the community.  See pages 2-31 through 
2-36 of the Final EIS/EIR for a full description of this alternative.  
As described there, the proposed route of the Green Valley Multi-
Line Relocation Alternative was determined to be a feasible 
location for the proposed re-route. The Green Valley Multi-Line 
Relocation Alternative was considered but eliminated from 
detailed analysis in the Final EIS/EIR because it did not have the 
potential to avoid or minimize environmental impacts as compared 
to the Proposed Action. Your comment will be considered during 
the decision-making processes prior to final decisions on the 
Proposed Action by the BLM, USFS, and LADWP. 
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Lake Hughes Response 2: The analysis of air quality and climate 
change impacts in Section 4.2.1 of the Final EIS/EIR examines 
potential health impacts from the emissions of toxic air 
contaminants as Criterion AIR-3: Toxic Air Contaminant Emission 
Significance Thresholds.  As described on page 4-7 of the Final 
EIS/EIR, toxic air contaminants (TACs) may be emitted from 
construction or operational activities.  The South Coast Air Quality 
Management District has established significance thresholds for 
TACs, which indicate that, if a sensitive receptor could be exposed 
to TACs that would result in a health risk above 1.0 in one million 
for cancer risk, or 1.0 for non-cancer hazards, a significant impact 
would result.  Using this criterion, each Alternative was evaluated 
and, with the implementation of mitigation measure AIR-2a, 
described in Section 4.2.1 of the Final EIS/EIR, was determined to 
have less than significant impacts.  As described on page 4-308 of 
the Final EIS/EIR, there is no consensus in the scientific 
community regarding health risks associated with EMF exposure 
and, therefore, conclusions regarding this concern cannot be 
reached.  Your comment will be considered during the decision-
making processes prior to final decisions on the Proposed Action 
by the BLM, USFS, and LADWP. 
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Lake Hughes Response 3: Alternative 2a, described on pages 2-
106 through 2-108 in the Final EIS/EIR, is one of four action 
Alternatives analyzed in detail in the Draft EIS/EIR.  Alternative 2 
has been identified as both the Federal Agency Preferred and the 
Environmentally Superior Alternative in the Final EIS/EIR on 
pages 2-135 through 2-136.  Your comment in support of 
Alternative 2a will be considered during the decision-making 
processes prior to final decisions on the Proposed Action by the 
BLM, USFS, and LADWP. 
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Lake Hughes Response 4: As a result of public comments on the 
Draft EIS/EIR, a new alternative in the Green Valley area, the 
Green Valley Multi-Line Relocation Alternative, was examined, 
which would locate the proposed double-circuit 230 kV and 
relocate the existing single-circuit 230 kV and 500 kV DC lines 
into a new corridor primarily in the ANF and just outside of the 
community.  See pages 2-31 through 2-36 of the Final EIS/EIR for 
a full description of this alternative.  As described there, the 
proposed route of the Green Valley Multi-Line Relocation 
Alternative was determined to be a feasible location for relocation 
of all transmission lines in the Green Valley area. The Green 
Valley Multi-Line Relocation Alternative was considered but 
eliminated from detailed analysis in the Final EIS/EIR because it 
did not have the potential to avoid or minimize environmental 
impacts as compared to the Proposed Action.  Your comment will 
be considered during the decision-making processes prior to final 
decisions on the Proposed Action by the BLM, USFS, and 
LADWP. 
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Lake Hughes Response 5: Alternative 1 is not the Federal Agency 
Preferred or Environmentally Superior Alternative, as described in 
Sections 2.7 and 2.8 of the Final EIS/EIR.  While no private 
residences would be taken as a result of the implementation of 
Alternative 1, we understand that private property would be 
impacted if Alternative 1 were selected.   

Alternative 1 was not selected as the Federal Agency Preferred or 
Environmentally Superior Alternative due to greater magnitude of 
potential impacts to several resources, including Land Use. 
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Lake Hughes Response 6: The EIS/EIR is an informational 
document to inform public agency decision-makers and the public 
of the environmental impacts of the proposed Project, identify 
possible ways to minimize significant effects, and describe a 
reasonable range of alternatives. The EIS/EIR does not “weigh” 

impacts, but all impacts of the Proposed Action and Alternatives 

must be considered together.  While all Alternatives identified in 

the EIS/EIR are under consideration in the decision-making 

process, Alternative 2 has been identified as the Federal Agency 

Preferred and Environmentally Superior Alternatives in Sections 

2.7 and 2.8 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

 
MOJAVE PUBLIC MEETING 
1. Brewer-Anderson informal oral comment: Ms. Brewer-
Anderson asked LADWP to consider building a technical program 
at a local community college to mitigate socioeconomic impacts of 
the Proposed Action. 

Mojave Response 1: See Section 4.3.13 of the Final EIS/EIR for 
the discussion of Project-related socioeconomic impacts.  Less-
than-significant impacts were identified for employment and 
income, population, housing, fiscal conditions, and property 
values.  Your suggested mitigation has been considered; however, 
in the absence of substantial adverse socioeconomic impacts, no 
mitigation measures are deemed necessary. 
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Mojave Response 2: As described in Chapter 2, page 2-18, of the 
Final EIS/EIR, an alternative to utilize underground transmission 
was evaluated in the Draft EIS/EIR, but was eliminated from 
detailed consideration because it did not avoid or minimize 
environmental effects and was not feasible.  Transmission line 
impacts to avian species are detailed in Chapter 4, Section 4.3.1, 
Biological Resources, of the Final EIS/EIR.  Per the requirements 
of General Practice, GP-8, an Avian Protection Plan (APP) for 
construction has been developed and is included as Appendix Q to 
this Final EIS/EIR, and an APP for operation and maintenance will 
be developed for implementation during Project operation (refer to 
Table 2-8 in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS/EIR). The APPs outline 
LADWP’s utilization of Avian Power Line Interaction Committee 

practices.  Additionally, mitigation measure BIO-7 provides 

mitigation for potential impacts to raptors, BIO-8 provides 

mitigation for potential impacts to nesting birds, BIO-11 provides 

mitigation for potential impacts from avian electrocution of 

collisions on transmission lines, and BIO-14, BIO-15, BIO-16, 

BIO-17, BIO-18, and BIO-19 provide mitigation for potential 

impacts to specific species of birds (refer to Table 4-.3.1-1 in 

Chapter 4 of the Final EIS/EIR). 

3. Edgeworth, J. Informal Oral Comment: Mr. Edgeworth 
commented that constructing a project in the Mojave area would 
contribute to wear and tear on local infrastructure and asked about 
the proportion of the work force that would be local to the Mojave 
area versus imported from other areas. 

Mojave Response 3: Section 4.2.6 of the Final EIS/EIR describes 
potential impacts to public services and utilities.  General Practice 
GP-32 describes repair and restoration of any damage to local 
roadways caused by Project construction and/or maintenance (refer 
to Table 2-8 in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS/EIR).  Section 4.2.13 of 
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the Final EIS/EIR describes the potential socioeconomic impacts 
of the Proposed Action and Alternatives.  Detailed information is 
provided for each Alternative regarding construction impacts on 
employment, temporary peak increases in employment, and 
indirect and induced jobs that would be supported. As described on 
page 4-337 of the Final EIS/EIR, most direct on-site jobs for the 
Proposed Action would be filled by specialized construction 
workers, who follow jobs geographically and stay in temporary 
quarters for the duration of the job. It is also noted that impacts on 
employment would arise not only from direct jobs, but by the 
goods and services required to build project facilities. The jobs 
most likely to lead to in-migration by persons who might remain in 
the area would be jobs identified as indirect or induced, totaling to 
a maximum of 19 in Kern County and 83 in Los Angeles County.  
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AGUA DULCE PUBLIC MEETING 
Agua Dulce Response 1: Your comment has been received by the 
BLM, USFS, and LADWP.  This comment does not warrant the 
modification of the Proposed Action or Alternatives, the 
development of new alternatives, the modification of the 
environmental analysis, or factual corrections to the Draft EIS/EIR.  
This comment simply shares information with the lead agencies. 
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Agua Dulce Response 2: If an action Alternative is selected, 
LADWP would begin property acquisition once a final decision 
has been made on the proposed Project.  At that time, they would 
work with individual property owners and professional appraisers 
to agree on a fair market value as required by State law. 

3. Johnson Informal Oral Comment: Ms. Johnson asked what 
LADWP was doing to increase the amount of solar energy in the 
local Los Angeles area to supply power instead of having to build 
transmission lines. Ms. Johnson also mentioned that fire is a major 
concern in Agua Dulce. 

Agua Dulce Response 3: An overview of LADWP’s resource 

mix, energy resource planning, and green energy programs is 

provided in the Final EIS/EIR on page 1-4.  As described on page 

2-13 in the Final EIS/EIR, an alternative to utilize distributed 

generation and in-basin generation expansion was evaluated, but 

was eliminated from detailed consideration because it did not meet 

the Project purpose and need.  Your comment regarding fire as a 

major concern in Agua Dulce will be considered during the 

decision-making processes prior to final decisions on the Proposed 

Action by the BLM, USFS and LADWP.  Table 4.2.11-1 in 

Chapter 4 of the Final EIS/EIR details the ten mitigation measures 

to reduce potential impacts to wildfire and fuels; with the 

implementation of these mitigation measures, wildfire and fuels 

impacts were found to be less than significant for the Proposed 

Action and Alternatives.  

4. Smith, L. Informal Oral Comment: Ms. Smith asked for 
clarification regarding right-of-way (ROW) placement and if 
LADWP would purchase or seek an easement for the ROW.  She 
asked if Alternative 3 was the only Alternative that would result in 
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taking of private residences.  She also asked about undergrounding 
the proposed new transmission line. 

Agua Dulce Response 4: Chapter 2 of the Final EIS/EIR describes 
in detail the Proposed Action and Alternatives, including 
information on existing and proposed ROW.  LADWP would seek 
ownership in fee for the ROW on private land.  Alternative 3 is the 
only Alternative that would result in the taking of private 
residences.  As described on page 2-18 of the Final EIS/EIR, an 
alternative to utilize underground transmission was evaluated in 
the Draft EIS/EIR, but was eliminated from detailed consideration 
because it did not avoid or minimize environmental effects and 
was not feasible. 

SANTA CLARITA PUBLIC MEETING 
Santa Clarita Response 1: Your comment has been received by 
the BLM, USFS, and LADWP. 



BARREN RIDGE RENEWABLE TRANSMISSION PROJECT 
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

APPENDIX R: SETS OF COMMENTS AND RESPONSES FROM THE PUBLIC REVIEW OF THE DRAFT EIS/EIR 

 

 R-14 

Santa Clarita Response 2: Please refer to Lake Hughes Response 
4. Your comment will be considered during the decision-making 
processes prior to final decisions on the Proposed Action by the 
BLM, USFS, and LADWP. 

3. Finetti, A. Informal Oral Comment: Mr. Finetti commented 
that from his property in Spunky Canyon, which is adjacent to the 
existing 230 kV and 500 kV DC transmission lines, he can hear 
buzzing from the existing lines.  He is also concerned about the 
taking of his property. 

Santa Clarita Response 3: With implementation of the Three-
Circuit Mitigation, described in on pages 2-79 through 2-82 of the 
Final EIS/EIR, the ROW would not be expanded to implement the 
Proposed Action adjacent to Mr. Finetti’s property, and no take of 

Mr. Finetti’s property would be necessary.  The Final EIS/EIR, 

Chapter 3, Section 3.2.2  describes the existing noise environment, 

and Chapter 4, Section 4.2.2 describes the expected noise 

environment with the implementation of the Proposed Action or 

Alternatives.  Significant impacts due to operational noise are not 

anticipated for any of the action Alternatives, mainly due to only 

an incremental increase in noise compared to the existing situation. 
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LEONA VALLEY PUBLIC MEETING 
Leona Valley Response 1: Please refer to Lake Hughes Response 
1 and Lake Hughes Response 4 regarding re-routing the proposed 
and existing transmission lines around the community of Green 
Valley.  The implementation of Alternative 2a would result in a 
transmission-line bounded island; for this reason and others it is 
not identified as the Federal Agency Preferred or Environmentally 
Superior Alternative.  Alternative 2, which has been identified as 
the Federal Agency Preferred and Environmentally Superior 
Alternative, would not result in a transmission-line bounded island, 
nor would Alternatives 1 or 3.  Please refer to Section 4.2.11, 
Wildfire and Fuels, of the Final EIS/EIR for a detailed discussion 
of potential impacts to wildfire and fuels for each of the 
Alternatives.  Your comment will be considered during the 
decision-making processes prior to final decisions on the Proposed 
Action by the BLM, USFS, and LADWP. 
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Leona Valley Response 2: Alternative 3 is not the Federal Agency 
Preferred or the Environmentally Superior Alternative as described 
in Sections 2.7 and 2.8 of the Final EIS/EIR.  While Alternative 3 
was designed to minimize potential take of private residences (see 
page 2-114 in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS/EIR for a description of 
the Avenue L Re-Route), due to design and feasibility constraints, 
impacts to private residences would be unavoidable if Alternative 
3 were selected.  It is for these reasons and others that Alternative 
3 is not the preferred Alternative.  Your comment will be 
considered during the decision-making processes prior to final 
decisions on the Proposed Action by the BLM, USFS, and 
LADWP. 
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Leona Valley Response 3: See Leona Valley Response 2.  
Alternative 3 is not the Federal Agency Preferred or 
Environmentally Superior Alternative.  While Alternative 3 was 
designed to minimize potential take of private residences (see page 
2-114 in Chapter 2 of the final EIS/IER for a description of the 
Avenue L Re-Route), due to design and feasibility constraints, 
impacts to private residences would be unavoidable if Alternative 
3 were selected.  Your comment will be considered during the 
decision-making processes prior to final decisions on the Proposed 
Action by the BLM, USFS, and LADWP. 
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Leona Valley Response 4: Please refer to Lake Hughes Response 
4 regarding re-routing the proposed and existing transmission lines 
around the community of Green Valley.    

In the Final EIS/EIR, Chapter 3, Section 3.2.2 describes the 
existing noise environment, and Chapter 4, Section 4.2.2 describes 
the expected noise environment with the implementation of the 
Proposed Action or Alternatives.  Significant impacts due to 
operational noise are not anticipated for any of the action 
Alternatives, because the Project would not substantially increase 
noise over the current levels.  Your comment will be considered 
during the decision-making processes prior to final decisions on 
the Proposed Action by the BLM, USFS, and LADWP. 
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Leona Valley Response 5: Please refer to Lake Hughes Response 
4 regarding re-routing the proposed and existing transmission lines 
around the community of Green Valley.  Your comment will be 
considered during the decision-making processes prior to final 
decisions on the Proposed Action by the BLM, USFS, and 
LADWP. 
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Leona Valley Response 6: Please refer to Lake Hughes Response 
4 regarding re-routing the proposed and existing transmission lines 
around the community of Green Valley.  Your comment will be 
considered during the decision-making processes prior to final 
decisions on the Proposed Action by the BLM, USFS, and 
LADWP. 
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Leona Valley Response 7: Please refer to Lake Hughes Response 
4 regarding re-routing the proposed and existing transmission lines 
around the community of Green Valley.  Your comment will be 
considered during the decision-making processes prior to final 
decisions on the Proposed Action by the BLM, USFS, and 
LADWP. 
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Leona Valley Response 8: As described in Sections 2.7 and 2.8 of 
the Final EIS/EIR, Alternative 2 has been identified as the Federal 
Agency Preferred and Environmentally Superior Alternative.  
Alternative 3 is not the preferred Alternative due to the relatively 
greater magnitude of impacts associated with this Alternative.  
While Alternative 3 was designed to minimize potential take of 
private residences (see page 2-114 in Chapter 2 of the Final 
EIS/EIR for a description of the Avenue L Re-Route), due to 
design and feasibility constraints, impacts to private residences 
would be unavoidable if Alternative 3 were selected.  Table 4.2.11-
1 in Chapter 4 of the Final EIS/EIR details the ten mitigation 
measures to reduce potential impacts to wildfire and fuels; with the 
implementation of these mitigation measures, wildfire and fuels 
impacts were found to be less than significant for the Proposed 
Action and Alternatives, including Alternative 3.  Your comment 
will be considered during the decision-making processes prior to 
final decisions on the Proposed Action by the BLM, USFS, and 
LADWP. 
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Leona Valley Response 9: Chapter 4, Section 4.2.3 of the Final 
EIS/EIR details potential impacts to land use. As described in 
Chapter 4, pages 4-81 through 4-83, of the Final EIS/EIR, impacts 
to existing non-residential land uses for Alternative 1 would be 
adverse but less than significant.  Chapter 4, Section 4.2.13 of the 
Final EIS/EIR details potential impacts to social and economic 
conditions. As described in Chapter 4, page 4-340, of the Final 
EIS/EIR, none of the action alternatives would cause a substantial 
reduction in property values, and impacts on property values for all 
action alternatives would be less than significant. Your comment 
will be considered during the decision-making processes prior to 
final decisions on the Proposed Action by the BLM, USFS, and 
LADWP. 
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Leona Valley Response 10: Alternative 3 is not the Federal 
Agency Preferred or Environmentally Superior Alternative, as 
described in Sections 2.7 and 2.8 of the Final EIS/EIR.  While 
Alternative 3 was designed to minimize potential take of private 
residences (see Chapter 2, page 2-114, of the Final EIS/EIR for a 
description of the Avenue L Re-Route), due to design and 
feasibility constraints, impacts to private residences would be 
unavoidable if Alternative 3 were selected.  Chapter 4, Section 
4.2.3, of the Final EIS/EIR details potential impacts to land use.  
As described in Chapter 4, page 4-110, of the Final EIS/EIR, 
although the removal of seven single-family residences would be 
unavoidable, LADWP would provide just compensation to 
property owners.  It is due to the relatively greater magnitude of 
impacts that Alternative 3 is not the preferred Alternative.  As 
described in Chapter 4, Section 4.2.12, of the Final EIS/EIR, 
because there is no consensus in the scientific community 
regarding health risks associated with electric and magnetic fields 
(EMF), conclusions cannot be reached on this subject in the Final 
EIS/EIR.  Information regarding research on EMF associated with 
utility facilities is provided in Chapter 3, Section 3.2.12 of the 
Final EIS/EIR.  Your comment will be considered during the 
decision-making processes prior to final decisions on the Proposed 
Action by the BLM, USFS, and LADWP. 

 
11. Benoit, A. Informal Oral Comment: Ms. Benoit asked about 
payoff of mortgages of “underwater” homes taken by eminent 

domain.  She said it would be unfair to leave people with debt after 

a property had been taken due to a 50 to 60 percent decline in 

home values in the area.  She also asked about compensation for 

relocation of both people and livestock. 
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Ms. Benoit asked which projects were planned for connection to the BRRTP and asked about 
how cumulative projects were addressed in the Draft EIS/EIR, specifically if Southern California 
Edison (SCE) projects were included. 

Ms. Benoit asked what portion of LADWP’s mandate for renewable energy is produced within 

the City of Los Angeles.   

Ms. Benoit asked if LADWP has a mechanism similar to a ratepayer advocate within the 

California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) that could reimburse Leona Valley for expenses 

or if Leona Valley saved LADWP money. 

Ms. Benoit asked about how much coordination occurred between LADWP and SCE in 

developing this Project. 

Ms. Benoit commented that Leona Valley was the first California community to get the LZ-1 

designation, which signified a dark nighttime environment, and asked about construction lighting 

and long-term lighting of the towers at night. 

Leona Valley Response 11: Please refer to Chapter 2, Section 2.4.2, of the Final EIS/EIR, 
Right-of-Way Permits and Grants, for information regarding property acquisition.  As necessary, 
LADWP would seek to purchase private property required for the Project.  After an appraisal and 
inspection process, a written offer would be provided to the property owner.  If an agreement 
could not be reached after LADWP had exhausted all opportunities to reach a settlement with the 
property owner, the City of Los Angeles could choose to exercise its power of eminent domain 
and would be required to pay fair market value for the property.  There is currently no 
mechanism to specifically address additional payoff for properties valued at less than is owed on 
the mortgage.  Refer to Chapter 2, Section 2.4.3, of the Final EIS/EIR for a description of the 
Three-Circuit Mitigation, which would be implemented for the Proposed Action to reduce 
various impacts including the acquisition of residential property in Willow Springs, Elizabeth 
Lake, and Green Valley.  When necessary, relocation fees are provided by the City of Los 
Angeles.  

Please refer to Chapter 2 of the Final EIS/EIR, Alternatives Including the Proposed Action, in its 
entirety for a complete description of the proposed Project.  A description of LADWP’s planning 

and approval process for interconnection customers has been added to in Chapter 2 on page 2-93 

of the Final EIS/EIR.  Potential effects of cumulative projects, including SCE projects, are 

described in Chapter 5, Cumulative Effects. 

Approximately 4% of LADWP’s mandate for renewable energy is provided by in-basin 

resources.   

LADWP does not currently have a mechanism similar to a ratepayer advocate that could 

reimburse local communities for expenses or for potential savings provided to the utility.  

LADWP is a municipal utility; therefore, such requests could be directed to the Board of Water 

and Power Commissioners or to the Los Angeles City Council. 
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LADWP and the federal lead agencies did coordinate with SCE during the early development of 
this Project, and coordination between the utilities continues per each utility’s standard practices. 

The potential effects of nighttime lighting, during both construction and operation, are addressed 

in Section 4.2.9, Visual Resources, of the Final EIS/EIR. 

12. Reitano Informal Oral Comment: Mr. Reitano explained a previous experience with SCE 
using eminent domain to take his property and asked about LADWP’s process of eminent 

domain.  He asked for clarification if construction could begin on the line before people have 

received their money. 

Mr. Reitano asked about the impacts of Alternative 2a. 

Leona Valley Response 12: Please refer to Chapter 2, Section 2.4.2, of the Final EIS/EIR, 
Right-of-Way Permits and Grants, regarding property acquisition.  LADWP would not have the 
right to begin construction on a property prior to acquisition. 

The specific potential impacts of Alternative 2a are described in Chapter 4, Environmental 
Impacts, of the Final EIS/EIR. 

13. Elliot Informal Oral Comment: Mr. Elliot asked if LADWP would seek an easement over 
private property rather than ownership in fee.  Mr. Elliot also asked what would happen if lines 
transected a property and made the remnant parcels useless. 

Leona Valley Response 13: LADWP’s practice is to seek ownership in fee for ROW on private 

property.  If eminent domain were used to take a property, only the portion of the parcel required 

for the ROW could be acquired, but it is possible that LADWP would purchase remnant parcels 

from a willing seller through individual negotiations. 

14. Kennedy Informal Oral Comment: Ms. Kennedy asked if off-highway vehicle (OHV) 
access and horseback rider access would be allowed in the new corridors, and if the Pacific Crest 
Trail (PCT) would be impacted.  Ms. Kennedy also asked about easements over the corridor in 
the case that an existing parcel is bisected by a new corridor.   

Leona Valley Response 14: Impacts to recreation, including OHV access, equestrian access, 
and the PCT, are discussed in detail in Section 4.2.5, Recreation, of the Final EIS/EIR.   

All Alternatives would cause at least short-term impacts to OHV use and the PCT.  For the 
Federal Agency Preferred Alternative (Alternative 2) on ANF lands, OHV and PCT access may 
be impacted in the short term by construction activities.  Existing recreational uses would be 
maintained after construction, with incremental long-term visual impacts from the increased size 
of the three-circuit towers compared to the existing towers.  On federal lands, compatible uses 
including recreation would be allowed within the proposed easements.  On private land, in the 
case that an existing parcel would be bisected by the ROW, individual easements for access 
through the ROW could be negotiated with LADWP.   
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15. Pearcy Informal Oral Comment: Mr. Pearcy asked about the decommissioning process, 
and if the lines would be removed at that time. 

Leona Valley Response 15: Decommissioning at the end of the useful life of the Project, as 
described on page 2-96 of the Final EIS/EIR, would include dismantling of conductors, 
insulators, and hardware and removal of tower structures in accordance with applicable current 
rules and regulations.   

16. Finetti Informal Oral Comment: Mr. Finetti expressed that he was in favor of the Green 
Valley Re-Route. 

Leona Valley Response 16: Please refer to Lake Hughes Response 4.  Your comment will be 
considered during the decision-making processes prior to final decisions on the Proposed Action 
by the BLM, USFS, and LADWP. 
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