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 ROUND 1 - STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT:  THE CASE FOR LEDS AT 
THE COUNTRY LEVEL 

 

Drawing from country level experience, these sessions will explore the motivating factors and interests of 

countries in developing a LEDS. Making the case for LEDS at the country level often includes integrating LEDS 

with current sector programmes, aligning LEDS with the development goals of the country, and designing LEDS 

to achieve significant and sustained impact.  

PARALLEL SESSION HOSTS 

 Alebel Bayrau Weldesilassie, Ethiopian Development Research Institute - Ethiopia’s Low Emissions 

Development Initiative  

 Edward Hogg, United Kingdom Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) UK low carbon 

development planning 

 Oscar Beltran, Colombia Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development - Colombia's Low 

Carbon Development Strategy 

 Ashley Allen, US Agency for International Development (USAID), Antonio Mediavilla, USAID-MLED 

Program WWF-México, Carlos Tawil, USAID EC-LEDS Program – Developing a LEDS with 

Development in mind: how to align a LEDS with a country's development goals - highlights from Mexico 

and Colombia  

KEY QUESTIONS FOR THIS SESSION 

 What insights have you gained from your experience? 

 What challenges and obstacles did you confront and how have you overcome them? 

 What has enabled you to be effective in this example (e.g. which stakeholders needed to be involved 

and how? What technical and non-technical capabilities were required? What resources? etc) 

 What critical questions do you think the LEDS participants should ask themselves if they are to learn 

from your experience? 

 What opportunities exist for collaboration across countries and programs to address challenges and 

enhance learning on strategy development? 

POSSIBLE DISCUSSION TOPICS 

1. BUILDING THE CASE FOR LEDS 

There are often a mix of conditions, desires and needs that motivate countries to pursue low emissions 

development. Some of these factors may include:  

 Recent natural disasters or other evidence of climate change 
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  Desire to align with or lead actions associated with the UNFCCC negotiations 

 Strong political will to “green” the economy 

 Concerns relating to energy and/or water security  

 Pressure from civil society and/or the private sector 

 Desire to achieve development priorities, such as job creation, market leadership, etc.  

 Desire to increase international flow of finance and investment 

2. ALIGNING LEDS WITH THE DEVELOPMENT GOALS OF THE COUNTRY  

Clearly presenting the relation between low emissions development and domestic development goals sets the 

stage for design of a LEDS. In cases where a LEDS is not aligned with the development goals of a country 

political barriers can inhibit 

policy implementation, 

especially if the strategy is 

perceived as strictly a plan to 

reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions.
1
 

Crafting the case for LEDS on 

the basis of sound evidence 

and a business case will help to 

ensure that LEDS is well 

integrated with growth. That 

said, decision makers require 

tools to illustrate how LEDS 

achieve national interests, such 

as energy security and 

economic growth, and do not 

retard development.  Tools that 

demonstrate development 

impacts of LEDS would help 

communicate the purpose of 

LEDS. For example, visuals 

that communicate the primacy 

of development goals to 

supplement, e.g., the cost and 

carbon focus of traditional marginal abatement cost curves, will help countries better prioritize policy actions, 

characterize the development benefits of LEDS, and educate key stakeholders of such benefits.  

3. INTEGRATING LEDS WITH CURRENT SECTOR PROGRAMS  

A LEDS is a national level strategy that assimilates policies and actions across the economy to support low 

carbon and climate resilient development. Ultimately, to ensure these actions are implemented, the LEDS must 

be integrated with current and future sector programs. To ensure effective integration of the LEDS with sector 

programs, support from line ministries is a key ingredient. Line ministries can help to ensure integration and add 

value by: 

 Providing expertise and communicating barriers and benefits when considering LEDS actions at the 

sectoral level.  

 Sharing information to consider cross-sectoral impacts. 

 Working collectively to coordinate actions across ministries.  

 Supporting the incorporation of sectoral actions presented in the LEDS with current sector plans.  

                                                           

1
 GHG mitigation plans aim for cost-effective GHG mitigation; whereas LEDS are designed to achieve a country’s 

development goals in a manner that reduces long-term GHG emissions compared to business-as-usual.  Thus actions 

considered for a LEDS cannot be undertaken at the expense of achieving a country’s development priorities.  

Case Study - India’s model for low carbon inclusive growth  

India’s economy requires sustained progress and high growth to meet the 

country’s development goals associated with eradicating poverty and 

human development over the next 20 years. Thus India is pursuing a low 

carbon growth plan that is closely aligned with the development objectives 

of the country.  

“India’s approach to low-carbon inclusive growth recognises that policies for 

climate change mitigation differentially affect the objectives of development. 

These objectives include poverty alleviation, improvement in quality of life, 

distributional justice, job creation, competitiveness, industrial growth and 

improving the quality of local environment. Improvement in quality of life 

goes beyond simple poverty alleviation.” (pg. 12) 

To ensure that these objectives are met and aligned with India’s low carbon 

growth strategy, two actions will be pursued; quantification of burden and 

benefits of policies on different social groups and sectors of the economy 

and design of policies in a way that ensures burdens and benefits are 

shared in an equitable manner. 

Source: Interim Report of the Expert Group on Low Carbon Strategies for 

Inclusive Growth, Planning Commission, Government of India, 2011.   
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  Sharing information on current or planned sector actions at the ministry level that could be incorporated 

with the LEDS. 

4. ACHIEVING SIGNIFICANT AND SUSTAINED IMPACT  

LEDS can have significant and transformational impacts on the economy of a country. Though many countries 

are still very early in this process there are some lessons that can be learned from early-starters.  

 Engaging stakeholders throughout the process will help to ensure public buy-in and successful 

implementation of the strategy. 

 Involving the private sector throughout the LEDS development process can help to ensure that 

investment plans are designed to catalyze finance.  

 Anticipating technological demands and pursuing leapfrog innovations can have transformational 

impacts on the economy.  

 Sharing lessons across countries can help to ensure that regional and global benefits and efficiencies 

are captured under LEDS.  

HIGHLIGHTED COLLABORATIVE ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT LEDS STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT 

 LEDS Global Partnership – The Low Emissions Development Strategies (LEDS) Global Partnership 

was founded to enhance coordination, information exchange, and cooperation among programs and 

countries working to advance low emissions growth. Launched in early 2011, the partnership currently 

brings together more than 30 government and international institutions. For more information on the 

partnership please visit http://openei.org/wiki/LEDSGP 

 Green Growth Best Practices Initiative (GGBP) - This initiative fosters learning and improves green 

growth planning by establishing an assessment process to identify best practices in support of 

implementation. The GGBP is an action item within several key networks focusing on green growth 

planning and implementation (including low-carbon/climate-resilient/low-emissions): It is part of the 

LEDS Global Partnership working program, a program of the Green Growth Knowledge Platform, and is 

driven by a steering committee that convenes eight key, implementing and financing, actors active in 

this space: the Climate and Development Knowledge Network (CDKN), the Children Investment Fund 

Foundation (CIFF), the ClimateWorks Foundation/European Climate Foundation (ECF), the Global 

Green Growth Institute (GGGI), the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), 

the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) 

and the World Bank. 

 Development impact assessment tools and visuals - In creating a LEDS, policy makers often have 

access to information on abatement potential and costs of low carbon technologies, but there is a 

scarcity of economy-wide approaches for evaluating and presenting information on other dimensions of 

importance to development, such as human welfare, poverty alleviation, and energy security. To 

address this shortcoming, CLEAN and LEDS Global Partnership members have proposed a new tool for 

communicating development benefits to policy makers as part of a LEDS process. The purpose of this 

tool is two-fold: 

o Communicate development benefits associated with each clean energy-related intervention 

o Facilitate decision-making on which combination of interventions best contributes to 

development goals 

To pilot this tool, CLEAN and the LEDS GP created a visual using data on development impacts 

identified through the Technology Needs Assessment (TNA) project in Montenegro. Further data will be 

compiled throughout the TNA stakeholder engagement process to improve the robustness of the 

analysis. The visual will be iterated and improved over time as it is piloted in additional countries.   

OPTIONS FOR ENHANCED COLLABORATION  

 Development of case studies on country approaches to integrating LEDS with sectoral programs and 

aligning LEDS with development goals. 

 Advancement of networks across countries to share experiences with LED strategy development.  

 Establishment of peer exchange programs to support on the ground learning for strategy development. 

 Design and delivery of regional workshops to support peer learning on these topics 

 Improvement of training materials and enhancement of analysis tools to support strategy development. 
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 TECHNICAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 Building the case for LEDS 

o What are the conditions and motivations that lead countries to begin to develop LEDS?  What 

opportunities are there for collaboration to support this process?  What more do countries and 

programmes feel they need to build this motivation? 

 Integrating LEDS with Current Sector Programs  

o How are participant countries planning to integrate sector programs with LEDS?  

o What are the barriers to this type of integration and how can they be addressed? 

 Aligning LEDS with the development goals of the country  

o What are examples of effective methods that have been used to align a LEDS with a country’s 

domestic development goals? 

o What types of tools and data are necessary to make this connection? 

o How can this information be effectively shared with the public? 

 Challenges, Gaps, and Collaboration 

o What are the key challenges countries face in designing and implementing a LEDS? 
o How is support being provided to address these challenges? 
o In what areas are there gaps in support? 
o Which options for enhanced collaboration would most effectively help to address these 

challenges and gaps? 
o In what specific areas would forums for continued peer exchange and learning and capacity 

building be helpful? 
o What types of peer learning and capacity building would have the greatest value (e.g. staff 

exchanges, case studies, networks, etc.) 
o Is there a need for improved technical resources to assist countries with LEDS strategy 

development? 
o What roles can the LEDS GP play in facilitating these peer learning and capacity building 

activities and enhancing technical resources? 


