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Agenda

I. Definition & Origins

II. LCDS and International Discussions
III. LCDS Functions

IV. LCDS and Domestic Measurement & 
Performance Tracking

V. Reflections from the Mexican 2010 COP 
Presidency

VI. Questions

VII. Group discussion 



Definitions and Origins
• Definition: A long-term plan of action that 

integrates national mitigation and 
development objectives. 

• Approach: 
– Analysis/understanding of current 

development and climate state of play and 
needs

– Evaluation of near and long-term national 
GHG scenarios

– Portfolio of policies and programmes to 
achieve objectives

– Prep of implementation plans
– Stakeholder consultations 

• The term first formally appeared in an 
international context in the MEF

• But the practice of low carbon 
development in various forms predates this



LCDS at the International Level

• UNFCCC goal: prevent "dangerous" human 
interference with the climate system, noting the 
“social and environmental needs” of developing 
countries in particular

• Requires an ambitious, functional agreement and a 
shared vision with targets and actions by Parties

• Requires plans in support of targets and actions

• Requires capacity building to support countries 
(finance, technology)



LCDS in the Cancun Agreements

Para 6: Agrees that Parties should cooperate in 
achieving the peaking of global and national GHG 
emissions as soon as possible, recognizing that the 
time frame for peaking will be longer in developing 
countries, and bearing in mind that social and 
economic development and poverty eradication are 
the first and overriding priorities of developing 
countries and that a low-carbon development 
strategy is indispensable to sustainable 
development. 



Note – Differentiation 

Para 45: Decides that developed countries 
should develop low-carbon development 
strategies or plans.

Para 65: Encourages developing countries to 
develop low-carbon development strategies or 
plans in the context of sustainable 
development 



LCDS Functions

Information and 
Priority-setting

Development & 
Climate priorities

TNAs
NAMAs
Support

Reporting

Reporting formats
Expert review

Science Review
Registry and support

LCDS



International Benefits for Reporting

 Share best practices

 Assess effectiveness and adequacy

 Facilitate stakeholder involvement

 Inform the policymaking process

 Attract international private and public 
investments

 Gain domestic and international recognition

You can’t manage what you can’t measure



Reporting on LCDS
National systems for tracking low-carbon 

performance exist; international MRV system 
needs to be supportive of these

Roles of domestic MRV systems:
• Provide robust data
• Be a facilitative process, and build national capacity
• Assess effectiveness and adequacy
• Incorporate a feed back loop, to inform policy
• Promote domestic ownership



Next steps
• Anchoring of targets and actions in the Cancun 

Agreements

• Workshops looking at the related assumptions

• LCDS (and national processes) in support of 
these targets and actions and assumptions?

• Set up tech and fin mechanism

• Elements of International review defined

• Link to other related processes?



Reflections from Mexico



Questions

• Relevance of targets and actions to the LCDS?
• How to enhance reporting on targets (or LCDS) 

and the provision of financing, technology and 
capacity?

• Is there a minimum set of elements that should 
be included in a LCDS, if so, what should they 
include? 

• Developing guidance to assist Parties?
• Time period for LCDS? Frequency of revisions?
• LCDS as a basis for revised targets / actions in 

the future?
• How will LCDS link to the financial mechanism?
• Role for review in informing LCDS, or vice 

versa?
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