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OUR PR     GRESS

reated in 2012, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 
Regulatory and Permitting Information Desktop (RAPID) 
Toolkit administered by the National Renewable Energy 

Laboratory (NREL) is a web portal that offers one location for 
agencies, developers, and industry stakeholders to access 
information on federal and state renewable energy and bulk 
transmission regulatory processes. The RAPID Toolkit includes a 
Regulatory and Permitting Database, a Reference Library, a Best 
Practices Library, and a National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (NEPA) Database.

The RAPID Toolkit makes regulatory and permitting
 information rapidly accessible from one location by providing 
links to permit applications, processes, manuals, and related 
information. Its goal is to facilitate communication between 
project developers and permitting agency personnel, among 
permitting agencies at all jurisdiction levels, and among all 
project stakeholders—including the public.

In 2014, with funding support from the DOE Office of 
Electricity, NREL began an expansion of the RAPID Toolkit to 
include bulk transmission information for all 50 U.S. states. 
The expansion was developed from the western United States 
to the eastern United States and included input and 
collaboration from federal agencies, regional governors 
associations, state energy offices, and other stakeholders. 
The 50-state expansion was completed in early 2019. In 
addition, in late 2019 the RAPID Toolkit was expanded to 
include Canadian federal regulations and provincial 
regulations for eight provinces bordering the United States.

The Bulk Transmission RAPID Toolkit includes essential 
federal and state permits and/or regulatory approvals 
(e.g., land use, land access, utility commission approvals, 
and environmental review) required for siting and
 developing bulk transmission lines. 

The RAPID Toolkit can be found at rapidtoolkit.org.
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