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 Foster and maintain the interagency relationships established by the 
MOU by providing a forum where all participating agencies can exchange 
information, provide substantive input, and where possible seek consensus on 
issues including 

• hydropower-related activities, 
• MOU tasks, 
• perspectives on issues, 
• ongoing research, 
• potential legislation or funding sources proposed by Congress, 
• opportunities to maximize collaboration, increase efficiency, and avoid 

duplication of efforts, 
• improving environmental performance, generation efficiency, and system 

reliability at hydropower facilities, and 
• new hydropower technologies and their potential benefits, risks, and 

impacts (including cumulative impacts). 
 

 

Outcomes 
Outcome —Increase hydropower expertise among agencies to review 

hydropower project proposals, increase sustainable generation, 
and improve environmental performance. 

Outcome —Identify timelines for various MOU tasks/products and provide 
opportunities for input. 

Outcome —Recommend methods for incorporating Working Group findings 
and information into the institutional practices of participating 
agencies. 

Outcome —Expand opportunities for interagency communication and 
networking. 

 

  



 

 Enhance sustainable hydropower development by 
• identifying potential hydropower resources, 
• coordinating and sharing research, 
• exploring ways to reduce environmental impacts (including coordinated 

basin-scale development), and  
• communicating hydropower’s value as a renewable resource. 
 

 

Outcomes 
Outcome —Identify opportunities and assess alternative methods for 

implementing sustainable hydropower improvements (reduced 
environmental impacts and increased generation) at new and 
existing, Federal and non-Federal facilities. 

Outcome —Identify opportunities for collaboration and cooperative 
research by cataloging agencies’ related ongoing and proposed 
research priorities and funding. 

Outcome —Evaluate the benefits and potentially pursue the development of 
a national standard or certification for low-impact hydropower 
development, with input from key stakeholders, non-federal 
organizations, and existing certification groups. 

Outcome —Identify information resources that Working Group agencies 
can use to communicate a consistent message regarding the 
value of hydropower to non-Federal audiences. 

 

  



 

 Create opportunities to better integrate and coordinate regulatory 
processes associated with non-Federal hydropower development, including 
those at Federal facilities, considering costs, time, complexity, and risk, while 
ensuring that all agencies’ missions and responsibilities are met. 
 
 

Outcomes 
Outcome —Develop an interagency “toolkit/handbook” on standard 

practices (proposed study protocols, example study templates, 
example license terms and conditions, etc.), and procedures to 
achieve improved consistency in information to provide greater 
clarity and predictability in the development of a sound 
evidentiary basis supporting improved and integrated project 
operations and mitigation 

Outcome —Promote effective and efficient review of hydropower 
development permit applications by identifying the information 
or additional coordination (e.g., studies to establish baselines 
for impact assessment) needed by environmental resource 
agencies in support of FERC’s efforts to communicate these 
needs to hydropower applicants. 

Outcome —Promote effective and efficient review of hydropower 
development permit applications by enhancing coordination 
and developing a template for communicating and emphasizing 
commitments to specific deadlines and time frames associated 
with Federal agencies’ statutory and/or regulatory 
responsibilities. 

Outcome —Investigate permitting processes to identify any redundancies 
and evaluate potential time savings and efficiency gains from 
elimination of duplicative processes. 

 

 


