
The Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) markets power generated at 
31 federal hydro-electric projects owned and operated by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation. These projects, 
which are part of the Federal Columbia River Power System (FCRPS),  
have a  generating capacity of over 22,000 megawatts with an average 
annual generation of 76 terawatt hours (TWh), roughly a quarter of the 
nation’s annual hydropower generation.
BPA operates and maintains more than 15,000 miles of high-voltage 
power lines that deliver electricity across the Pacific Northwest and into 
California and Canada.
BPA provides about 45% of all electric power consumed in the Pacific 
Northwest. 
BPA works with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Bureau of 
Reclamation, and other agencies to maximize power generation 
while balancing the multiple other uses of the Columbia River and 
its tributaries. Through a series of laws and agreements among many 
parties in the United States and with Canada, the river is operated as 
though it is run by a single entity.

See the “Power” section above. 
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Mission
“…to create and deliver the best value for 

our customers and constituents as we 
act in concert with others to assure the 
Pacific Northwest:

• An adequate, efficient, economical, and 
reliable power supply

• A transmission system that is adequate 
to the task of integrating and 
transmitting power from federal and 
non-federal generating units, providing 
service to customers, providing 
interregional interconnections, and 
maintaining electrical reliability and 
stability

• The mitigation of the Federal Columbia 
River Power System’s impacts on fish 
and wildlife.

Overview
The Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) 
is a federal nonprofit agency that markets 
renewable hydropower from federal 
Columbia River dams and one nuclear 
project; operates three-quarters of high-
voltage transmission lines in the Northwest; 
and funds one of the largest wildlife 
protection and restoration programs in 
the world. In addition, through energy 
efficiency projects, BPA and its partners 
have saved enough electricity to power 
four large American cities.

For more information, see the 2011 BPA 
Facts document: http://www.bpa.gov/
corporate/about_BPA/Facts/FactDocs/
BPA_Facts_2011.pdf. 

Geographic Scope:
ID, OR, WA, as well as western MT and 
small parts of eastern MT, northern CA, 
northern NV, northern UT, and western WY

Hydro-Related Roles, Interests, Activities

BPA markets power from the largest renewable power system in the 
United States—the Federal Columbia River Power System.

BPA mitigates the Federal Columbia River Power System’s impacts on 
fish and wildlife through hydro, habitat, and hatchery projects. BPA 
has committed nearly $12.5 billion since 1978 to support Northwest 
recovery. BPA’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 fish and wildlife spending included 
$422 million in direct costs and nearly $650 million total, including lost 
power revenue.
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BPA’s Technology Innovation Office focuses BPA’s technology  
initiatives on research and development (R&D) that aligns with its 
strategic objectives and direct business challenges. BPA’s technology 
innovation R&D supports energy efficiency, energy storage, power 
operations, and transmission services. It is currently budgeted at about 
$15 million annually with a future target of half of 1% of revenues, or 
about $18 million annually.

None

Safety is a core commitment of BPA’s operations. BPA’s safety motto is, 
“No job is so important and no service so urgent that we cannot take the 
time to perform work safely.”

BPA follows Occupational Safety and Health Administration, North 
American Reliability Corporation, and other applicable utility practice 
safety standards.

BPA is committed to cost-based rates and public and regional preference 
in its marketing of power. BPA sets its rates as low as possible consistent 
with sound business principles and the full recovery of all of its costs, 
including timely repayment of the federal investment in the Federal 
Columbia River Power System. BPA delivers on its public responsibilities 
through a commercially successful business that involves active 
collaboration with its ratepayers and other stakeholders.
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ECONOMICS

Appropriation Source
Self-Funded

Enabling Legislation
The Bonneville Project Act of 1937 

The Pacific Northwest Consumer Power 
Preference Act of 1964 

The Federal Columbia River Transmission 
System Act of 1974 

The Pacific Northwest Electric Power 
Planning and Conservation Act of 1980

For more information, access the BPA 
Statutes document: http://www.bpa.gov/
corporate/docs/BPA-Statutes.pdf

Agency Role 
BPA is a federally owned wholesale electric 
power marketer and transmission services 
provider that serves Pacific Northwest 
ratepayers.

Legislative Drivers
The Bonneville Project Act of 1937 

The Pacific Northwest Consumer Power 
Preference Act of 1964 

The Federal Columbia River Transmission 
System Act of 1974 

The Pacific Northwest Electric Power 
Planning and Conservation Act of 1980

REGULATORY PROCESS

BPA promotes and subsidizes energy efficiency through utility programs 
that emphasize regional programs and policies. Since 1981, BPA has 
committed nearly $2.5 billion and accomplished 11 TWh in energy 
savings.

For more information, see the following BPA resources: 

• Publications: http://www.bpa.gov/corporate/pubs/Columbia_
River_Hatcheries_-_Sept_2010.pdf

• Conservation Resource Energy Data—The Red Book:  
http://www.bpa.gov/energy/n/pdf/RED_Book_FY08_FINAL.pdf
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