
AFOLU Community of Practice Session: Overview of some of the existing networks and 
knowledge sharing platforms in Asia-Pacific 

Forestry networks  

ASEAN Regional Knowledge Network on Forests and Climate Change (ARKN-FCC): 
Initiated in 2008, ARKN-FCC is a venue for ASEAN Member States to share their knowledge and 
experiences and identify experts and research institutions specialized in the issues of forests and 
climate change. The scientific basis gathered in the network is pertinent to support ASEAN’s 
decision-making process through policy analysis and strengthen ASEAN’s role in climate change 
negotiations. http://www.aseanforest-chm.org/asean-regional-knowledge-network-on-forests-and-
climate-change-fcc/ 
 
ASEAN Social Forestry Network (ASFN): Launched at the ASEAN Senior Officials on Forestry 
(ASOF) in 2005, ASFN is the first and largest government-driven social forestry network in 
Southeast Asia. The network links government forestry policy-makers directly with members of 
the civil society, research organizations, academia, the private sectors and experts of related 
fields. AFSFN focuses on sharing knowledge and know-how regarding social forestry and social 
forestry issues in ASEAN and works in collaboration with implementing partners: CIFOR, 
RECOFTC, NTFP-EP. http://www.asfnsec.org/  
 
Asia Pacific Forestry Commission (APFC): Although not a network by definition, APFC is the 
largest and most inclusive intergovernmental organization and regional platform for addressing 
forests and forestry issues and challenges in the Asia-Pacific, with 33 members, hosted by FAO 
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific. Under the APFC umbrella, different intersessional 
thematic activities are supported including: 1) Asia-Pacific Forest Policy Think Tank focused 
on sustainable forest management policies, and 2) Asia-Pacific Forest Invasive Species 
Network (APFISN) addressing threats posed by forest invasive species through awareness 
raising, capacity building and regional cooperation. http://www.fao.org/forestry/33587/en/ 
 
Asia Pacific Network for Sustainable Forest Management and Rehabilitation (APFNet): 
Launched in 2008, now implementing its first strategic plan (2011-2015) with a focus on 
supporting regional projects, knowledge exchange and policy formulation. The Secretariat is in 
China and membership is open to APEC and non-APEC economies in the Asia-Pacific, 
international organizations and non-governmental organizations, forestry-related academic 
institutions and civil society organization, and forestry related enterprises active in the Asia-
Pacific region. http://www.apfnet.cn/  
 
Asia Forest Network (AFN): Founded in 1987, it’s a well established and recognized regional 
network focused on supporting the role of communities in protection and sustainable use of Asia's 
forests through: Regional Exchanges, Country Working Groups, Development of Field Methods, 
Cross-Visits, and the Documentation of Case Studies. Based in the Philippines, AFN is a coalition 
of planners, policy makers, government foresters, scientists, researchers and civil society 
representatives. http://www.asiaforestnetwork.org 

The International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR): Established in 1984 by Canada’s 
International Development Research Centre, with a mission is to improve the well-being of 
producers and users of bamboo and rattan, while maintaining a sustainable resource base by 
supporting innovative research and development. INBAR is an intergovernmental organization 
with 38 members as of 2012 that links governments, academia, communities and private sector 
representatives. INBAR is also maintaining an Online Network aims to link people working or 
wanting to work on bamboo and rattan throughout the world. http://www.inbar.int/network/ 
 
International Teak Information Network (TEAKNET): Established in 1995 with the support of 
FAO, in order to promote interactions and share wealth of information among the stakeholders of 
teak wood sector. Since 2007, the Secretariat of Teaknet is in Kerala Forest Research Institute, 
India. TEAKNET serves as a on-line data base for researchers, traders, growers, focal points and 
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publications related to teak resources. Membership of TEAKNET is open to individuals and 
institutions on an annual basis with payment of a fee. http://www.teaknet.org/ 
 
Asia-Pacific Agroforestry Network (APAN): Established in the 90s through FAO support, to 
address issues affecting marginal lands and marginal people, shifting cultivation and sustainable 
development. Currently, the main focus is on the periodic newsletter APANews, compiled and 
published by FAO RAP. APANews provides information on agroforestry research, promotion and 
development, education and training to researchers, practitioners and policy-makers in the 
region. http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/rap/nre/links/apanews/en/ 
 
Southeast Asian Network for Agroforestry Education (SEANAFE): Founded in 1999, 
SEANAFE facilitates educational change in the field of agroforestry and integrated natural 
resources management in South East Asia. SEANAFE’s members consist of educational 
institutions – universities and technical colleges from Indonesia, Laos, the Philippines, Thailand 
and Vietnam, and increased collaboration with China and Malaysia. The World Agroforestry 
Center (ICRAF) SEAsia Regional programme is hosting the SEANAFE’s Regional Facilitation 
Unit (RFU). http://www.seanafe.org 
 
Climate change related networks  

Forest Carbon Asia: Knowledge Management Platform launched in 2011 to provide open, up-to-
date, objective and insightful information and analysis on the resources, policies, players and 
issues related to climate change mitigation via forest carbon sequestration and storage across 
the Asian region. Provides daily updates, including report summaries, reviews, and job postings. 
http://www.forestcarbonasia.org 

REDD-net: Initiated in 2009, REDD-net is a partnership between the Overseas Development 
Institute (ODI), the Centro Agronómico Tropical de Investigación y Enseñanza (CATIE), 
RECOFTC – The Center for People and Forests, and the Uganda Coalition for Sustainable 
Development (UCSD). Focused on REDD policy, information sharing, analysis, In Asia, 
RECOFTC is the coordinating body. http://www.redd-net.org/ 

The REDD desk: Collaborative platform for REDD and REDD Readiness, initiated by the Global 
Canopy Programme and the Forum on Readiness for REDD, represented by the Brazilian-based 
Amazon Environmental Research Institute (IPAM).  Global portal that provides summaries and 
updates on country REDD readiness processes, including many Asia-Pacific countries, shares 
information on events, news, tools and resources. It also support the Forum on Readiness for 
REDD as a multi-stakeholder initiative focused on practical and inclusive approaches for 
advancing REDD+ implementation. http://www.theredddesk.org/   

REDD Plus: Online platform that provides space for a global REDD+ network, with national 
networks in different Asia-Pacific countries (Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam, PNG) 
http://redd-plus.com 

Climate Change Monitoring And Information Network: Established by Asia Indigenous 
Peoples' Pact, information dissemination and exchange at the local, national and regional levels 
on climate change issues relating to indigenous peoples. http://ccmin.aippnet.org/ 

Asia Pacific Adaptation Network (APAN): APAN activities are carried out by the Institute of 
Global Environmental strategies (IGES), Regional Resource Centre for Asia and the Pacific 
(RRC.AP) located at Asian Institute for Technology (AIT), and Stockholm Environment Institute 
(SEI). Since 2011, the programs as merged and coordinated by UNEP Regional Office for Asia 
and the Pacific (ROAP). The focus is on fostering generation and sharing of knowledge and best 
practices on climate change adaptation. APAN members include research institutes, think tanks, 
and networks in different regions. http://www.asiapacificadapt.net/about-us   
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Agricultural networks 

SAFE Network is an Asia Pacific network of university and college educators, researchers, and 
activists, who collaborate in analysis, synthesis, connecting and educating the people for a better 
economy, ecology, and equity in agriculture, food and energy system. http://safetainability.org/ 
 
The Network for Knowledge Transfer on Sustainable Agricultural Technologies and 
Improved Market Linkages in South and Southeast Asia (SATNET): Established as part of a 
EU funded project, SATNET is working with institutions that share knowledge on sustainable 
agricultural technologies and improved market linkages in the region. SATNET facilitates 
knowledge transfer through the development of a portfolio of best practices on sustainable 
agriculture, trade facilitation and innovative knowledge sharing. http://www. satnetasia.org 
 
International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM): Established in 1972, 
IFOAM has evolved into a global association with about 800 affiliates in 120 countries. The 
Inaugural General Assembly of IFOAM Asia was held on June 28th, 2013 in South Korea. IFOAM 
is focused on promoting worldwide adoption of ecologically, socially and economically sound 
systems that are based on the principles of Organic Agriculture. Its members include organic 
agriculture groups across the world, from small farmers to organic agribusiness. 
http://www.ifoam.org 
 
La Via Campesina: Founded in 1993, La Via Campesina comprises about 150 local and national 
organizations in 70 countries from Africa, Asia, Europe and the Americas. Altogether, it 
represents about 200 million farmers and brings together peasant farmers, small and medium-
size farmers, landless people, women farmers, indigenous people, migrants and agricultural 
workers from around the world. It focuses on small-scale sustainable agriculture. 
 http://viacampesina.org/en/ and http://lvcsouthasia.blogspot.com/ 
 
Poverty Environment and Climate Change Network (PECCN): Established by CARE 
International, PECCN is committed to addressing the challenges of environmental change from 
the perspective of the world's poorest and most vulnerable people. It consists of hundreds of 
professionals from CARE and partner organisations. Focusing on climate change adaptation, 
climate change in relation with agriculture and food nutrition security, climate finance and 
mitigation and low-carbon development. Working on different locations across Asia-Pacific on 
piloting approaches and sharing best practices on climate change resilience and adaptation. 
http://www.careclimatechange.org 
 
Center for Biodiversity and Indigenous Knowledge (CBIK): Founded in 1995, CBIK is a non-
profit membership organization based in Kunming, Yunnan province and focused on Southeast 
Yunnan, the Green Triangle areas of Yunnan, Vietnam and Laos, and Northwest Yunnan, the 
Eastern Himalayan Region. It has over 100 members, including research professionals, 
development practitioners and resource managers. CBIK focuses on biodiversity conservation 
and community development. http://www.cbik.org/ 
 
Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO): Formally established in 2004, with a governance 
structure that ensures fair representation of all stakeholders throughout the entire supply chain. 
The seat of the association is in Zurich, Switzerland and the Secretariat is based in Kuala Lumpur 
with a RSPO Liaison office in Jakarta. RSPO is a multi-stakeholder alliance including: Oil palm 
growers, processors and traders, consumer good manufacturers, retailers, banks and investors, 
environmental/conservation NGOs, and social/development NGOs.www.rspo.org 
 
Networks addressing cross-cutting issues  
 
Low Carbon Asia Research Network (LoCARNet): Launched at side-event of the “East Asia 
Low Carbon Growth Partnership Dialogue” held in April 2012 in Japan, the LoCARNet promotes 
research to support the development of policies for low-carbon growth by enabling dialogue 
between scientists and policy-makers. It facilitates Asian region to move forward with low-carbon 
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growth, with a number of ongoing favourable conditions to turn challenges into opportunities. 
LoCARNet is a network of prominent researchers from the region. It encourages collaboration 
amongst researchers in-country whose research capacity and scientific knowledge are firmly 
grounded in their home countries, and promotes South-South-North Collaboration. Hosted by 
IGES.http://lcs-rnet.org/past/about_locarnet.html 

Emerging: The Global Landscapes Forum will be held on the side-lines of the UNFCCC 
COP19 in Warsaw. The forum is the pre-eminent global platform for sharing landscapes 
development strategies that are climate smart, equitable, productive and profitable, recognizing 
the central role and identity of farmers and forest-dependent people. This will be a global platform 
to inform and engage world leaders, policymakers, scientists, donors, media, civil society, the 
private sector, indigenous and community groups, and climate negotiators on the role sustainable 
landscapes. http://www.landscapes.org/ 

 
Pacific Agricultural & Forestry Policy Network (PAFPNet): Supported by the Technical Center 
for Agriculture and Rural Cooperation (CTA) based in the Netherlands, and with Secretariat at the 
Pacific Community/ Land Resources Division. Members include CTA, SPC/LRD, the Secretariat 
of the Pacific Regional Environment Program (SPREP), Foundation of the People of the South 
Pacific International (FSPI), PNG National Agricultural Research Institute (NARI), Pacific Islands 
Forum Secretariat (PIFS), and South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission (SOPAC), 
University of the South Pacific (USP) and the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO). PAFPNet 
brings together government officials, international and regional organizations, non-governmental 
organizations, the private sector, students and researchers to share ideas and information related 
to promoting the development of the agriculture and forestry sector. http://www.spc.int 
 
Asia Network for Sustainable Agriculture and Bioresources (ANSAB): Established in 1992, 
ANSAB is committed to biodiversity conservation and livelihood improvement in South Asia. 
ANSAB works with policy analysis, capacity building and projects on the ground. Regular updates 
on the website, including market information, they also serve as a hub for Forest Connect (FAO 
and IIED network for SMEs) and Nepal non-timber forest products network. The Network has 
more than 50 organizational and 250 individual members from Nepal, China, India, Uganda, UK 
and the USA. The institutions and individual members represent local and international 
businesses, trade associations, academia, and others involved in the allied disciplines of NTFPs. 
http://www.ansab.org/ 
 
The International Model Forest Network (IMFN): The international Model Forest initiative was 
announced by Canada’s prime minister at the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment 
and Development (UNCED) and in in 1995, the International Model Forest Network Secretariat 
(IMFNS), was established to facilitate the creation of a global network of Model Forests dedicated 
to managing the world’s forested landscapes in a sustainable manner. IMFN is a global 
community of practice focused on integrating forests in wider landscapes.http://www.imfn.net/ 
 
The Global Partnership on Forest and Landscape Restoration (GPFLR): Launched in 2003 
by IUCN, WWF and the Forestry Commission of Great Britain. Since then more than 25 
governments and international and non-governmental organizations have joined. GPFLR is a 
proactive network that unites governments, organisations, communities and individuals with a 
common goal of catalyzing and reinforcing a network of diverse examples of restoration of forests 
and degraded lands that deliver benefits to local communities and to nature, and fulfil 
international commitments on forests. GPFLR supports an online learning network: 
http://forestlandscaperestoration.ning.com/, as well as learning sites (some in Asia-Pacific) and 
sharing of methodologies and tools. http://www.forestlandscaperestoration.org/ 
 
Food for the Cities Initiative: Looks at the challenges and opportunities for feeding cities 
worldwide, from small to metropolitan areas; explores linkages between urbanization and food 
systems; very active listserv with engagement of a variety of stakeholders, from the academic 
community to local governments and practitioners.  
http://www.fao.org/fcit/en/ 
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