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SPRING 2019  –  University of Arizona 
 

GEOG/EVS 462:  ENVIRONMENTAL LAW, GEOGRAPHY, AND SOCIETY 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES (EVS) CAPSTONE RE: GLEN CANYON DAM 
 

[This Capstone syllabus accompanies the syllabus for GEOG/EVS 462] 
 
 

GEOG/EVS 462 Lecture:  Tuesday / Thursday, 1230 – 1345 
ENR2 Bldg, Room S-230 

 
EVS Capstone Weekly Meeting TBD 

 
 

Prof. Carl Bauer 
School of Geography & Development 

ENR2 Bldg, #S-525 
cjbauer@email.arizona.edu / (520) 621-1917 

 
 
Course Description 
 
This syllabus describes the EVS Capstone version of GEOG/EVS 462.  Students enrolled in the 
Capstone are also enrolled in GEOG/EVS 462, and they attend lectures and do the required 
reading but not the written assignments (except one).  The Capstone is a group research project 
to study the environmental legal issues involving the Glen Canyon Dam on the Colorado River, 
in the past, present, and future.  We will collaborate with the Grand Canyon Trust, an 
environmental non-profit organization based in Flagstaff, and we will interact with numerous 
other organizations and individuals.  There is a strongly recommended field trip to the dam and 
surrounding area during UA Spring Break (4-8 March 2019).  The Capstone’s essential purpose 
is to offer advanced undergraduate students an opportunity to draw together the different areas 
of knowledge, interests, and skills they have acquired during their college experience, and to 
apply them in ways that strengthen students’ qualifications for future work.  Note:  Students 
who are not EVS majors may enroll in the Capstone if space permits. 
 
Course Objectives and Expected Learning Outcomes 
 
The EVS Capstone has two main objectives:  (1) is for students to participate in a group research 
project with a variety of component parts, and (2) is to examine deeply some fundamental 
issues of environmental and natural resources law and policy. 
 

⇒ To meet objective (1), students work with Prof. Bauer to plan, organize, and carry out 
multiple research tasks, culminating in a written report. 

⇒ To meet objective (2), students will identify, collect, read, and analyze a series of legal 
and policy documents about Glen Canyon Dam over time. 
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Note:  The course objectives and expected learning outcomes of GEOG/EVS 462 also apply to 
the EVS Capstone. 
 
At the end of the course, students should be able to: 
 

⇒ Cooperate well with colleagues to plan and carry out a research project on 
environmental law and policy; 

⇒ Describe and discuss the environmental legal history of Glen Canyon Dam and the 
Colorado River; 

⇒ Analyze and discuss different kinds of legal and policy documents affecting 
environmental and natural resource problems. 

 
Course Organization and Requirements  
 
Students in the EVS Capstone are required to attend lectures and do the reading for 
GEOG/EVS 462, but they are exempt from the written assignments (with the exception of legal 
brief #1).  Capstone students meet weekly with Prof. Bauer, at a day/time TBD.  During the first 
few weeks, students work with Prof. Bauer to design a group work plan, with lists of tasks and 
timelines, and begin background reading about Glen Canyon Dam (see Course Outline below).  
In these meetings we will also discuss issues of theoretical context, academic literature, research 
methods, interviews, data, evidence, writing, etc., as they apply to the case study. 
 
The five-day field trip to Glen Canyon Dam and surrounding area marks the end of the 
semester’s first half.  The second half (Weeks 9-15) involves more intensive work to complete 
the tasks and write a final report.  There are also three occasions for the Capstone group to lead 
class discussion and present their work on this project (Weeks 9, 11, 15).  Plan your calendars 
accordingly! 
 
Grading and Assignments 
 
Grades for the EVS Capstone are based primarily on participation in the group project.  
Students have different tasks and may contribute to the project in different ways.  Rubrics for 
specific assignments will be developed during the semester as needed.  At the end of the 
semester each student writes a final reflection about the Capstone experience. 
 
Legal brief    = 10% 
Participation in group project  = 80% 

⇒ Class presentations 
⇒ Final written report 

Final reflection   = 10% 
-----     --------- 
Total     = 100% 
 
Assessment Activities 
 
Rubrics will be developed for the group project and the final report. 
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COURSE OUTLINE FOR EVS CAPSTONE 
 

[SEE GEOG/EVS 462 COURSE OUTLINE] 
 
 
Week 1: Course introduction and overview 
 
Weeks 2-5:   Background reading re: Glen Canyon Dam 

⇒ Reisner;  Sibley;  McPhee;  Wilkinson… 
Make work plan;  begin literature search & collect docs to read later; 
informational meetings w/Grand Canyon Trust, Surabhi Karambelkar, and 
others… 

 
Week 5: Legal brief #1 due 8 Feb. 2019 
 
Weeks 6-7: Regular class reading (Clean Air Act I & II) 
 
Weeks 7-8: Read Doremus/Tarlock book (rest of class reads in Weeks 10-12) 
 
Week 8: Discuss Doremus/Tarlock book 
 
[Week of 4 March – Spring Break] [field trip to Page:  4-8 March 2019] 
 
Week 9: Class presentation re: project work plan and status 
 
Weeks 9-10: Regular class reading (Endangered Species Act;  water rights) 
 
Weeks 9-15: Do research:  read docs, search media, do interviews;  write final report 
 
Week 11: Lead class discussion re: Doremus/Tarlock book, Ch. 5-6 
 
Weeks 13-15: Regular class reading (hydropower, electricity) 
 
Week 15: Class presentation re: project results and final report 
 
Week 16: Final report due 
 


