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U.S. Forest Service (USFS) lands house more than 200 Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC)-licensed and FERC-exempted 
hydroelectric projects with a total installed capacity of more than 16,000 
megawatts.

USFS coordinates with other agencies, non-governmental organizations, 
tribes, and interested parties for siting, operation, and maintenance of 
FERC-licensed and FERC-administered projects.

USFS authorizes other facilities, such as transmission lines, to support 
distribution and integration of power generated from hydroelectric projects 
and other sources.

For more information, visit the USFS Energy Documents Web page:  
http://www.fs.fed.us/specialuses/special_energy.shtml.

Watershed management and water were an integral purpose for which 
national forests were reserved.

USFS administers 193 million acres of forests and grasslands that contain 
400,000 miles of streams, 3 million acres of lakes, and many aquifer systems 
that serve as the nation’s largest source of drinking water.

USFS lands provide suitable sites for hydroelectric facilities; they also serve 
as a water source for nearly 66 million people, accounting for 51% of the 11 
contiguous Western states’ water supply.

For more information, visit the USFS Water Web page: http://www.fs.fed.us/
water/.

USFS administers 193 million acres in accordance with the agency’s mission.

USFS is authorized to impose mandatory conditions on FERC hydropower 
licenses. For projects that affect but are not on USFS lands, the agency may make 
recommendations to FERC to mitigate impacts or enhance natural resources. 
For projects exempted from licensing, USFS may impose terms and conditions 
to ensure project operations and footprints comply with agency laws, regulations, 
and policy.
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Mission
“...to sustain the health, diversity, and 

productivity of the nation’s forests and 

grasslands to meet the needs of present 

and future generations.”

Overview
The U.S. Forest Service (USFS) carries out 
five main activities: 

1. protecting and managing natural 
resources on USFS system lands; 

2. conducting research on all aspects of 
forestry, rangeland management, and 
forest resource utilization; 

3. assisting and cooperating with 
communities to help protect and 
manage non-federal forest, range, and 
watershed lands; 

4. achieving and supporting an effective 
and diverse workforce; and 

5. performing international assistance by 
formulating policy and coordinating 
U.S. support for the world’s forest 
resources.

Geographic Scope
Nationwide

Appropriations Source
U.S. House Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Interior, Environment, and Related 
Agencies

U.S. Senate Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Interior, Environment, and Related 
Agencies

Enabling Legislation
Forest Reserve Act, 1891 
Weeks Act, 1911 
Organic Act, 1897
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Hydro-Related Roles, Interests, Activities

https://acs.nrel.gov/specialuses/,DanaInfo=www.fs.fed.us+special_energy.shtml
https://acs.nrel.gov/water/,DanaInfo=www.fs.fed.us+
https://acs.nrel.gov/water/,DanaInfo=www.fs.fed.us+


USFS conducts basic and applied research to inform policy decisions through 
studies that examine such topics as invasive insects, degraded river ecosystems, 
sustainable ways to harvest forest products, and climate change mitigation and 
adaptation.

USFS conducts applied research to support land management decisions in the 
areas of development/testing of best management practices to protect water 
quality; instream flow studies to evaluate effects of flow alterations on stream 
and riparian ecosystems; and effectiveness of measures to reduce risks to water 
resources after wildland fires.

USFS provides opportunities for recreation in open spaces and natural 
environments through a wide variety of activities, including hiking, biking, 
horseback riding, driving off-highway vehicles, picnicking, camping, hunting, 
fishing, boating, wildlife and scenery viewing, skiing, and snowmobiling.

From 2005–2009, there were more than 173 million annual recreation visits to 
USFS lands. 

There have been more than 300 million visits to scenic byways and travel routes 
near USFS lands.

USFS coordinates with FERC and state dam safety engineers to ensure project 
facilities are maintained and operated in a safe manner.

USFS provides community assistance and cooperation to state and local 
governments, forest industries, and private landowners to help protect and 
manage non-federal forest and associated range and watershed lands to improve 
conditions in rural areas.
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Agency Role 
For Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC)-licensed projects located on 
USFS-administered lands, the agency 
may impose mandatory license terms and 
conditions. 

For FERC-licensed projects on other 
lands that affect USFS-administered lands 
and resources, the agency may make 
recommendations to FERC to mitigate 
impacts or enhance natural resources.

For projects located on USFS-administered 
lands that are exempt from FERC licensing, 
USFS serves as the lead federal agency for 
project authorization via the issuance of 
a Special Use Authorization that contains 
terms and conditions.

The US Forest Service  may provide 
supporting information for waterways 
located on National Forest System land 
considered for designation under the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act. The agency also is 
the lead administering agency for many 
designated rivers.

Legislative Drivers
Organic Administration Act of 1897

Federal Power Act of 1920

Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield Act of 1960

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968

Federal Land Policy and Management Act 
of 1976, as amended

REGULATORY PROCESS

For more information http://www.fs.fed.us/

https://acs.nrel.gov/,DanaInfo=www.fs.fed.us+

